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• Our Mission: Trusted 
guidance and services 
supporting local 
government success. 

• Our Vision: Empowering 
local government to better 
serve their communities. 
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MRSC Resources 



MRSC 
Resources 

Membership through 
Enduris or WPPA 

MRSC Rosters 



We provide information on a variety of topics of interest to 

port district staff and commissioners.  

• Commissioners and transaction of business 

• Promotional Hosting 

• Competitive bidding 

• Budgeting 

• Public Records 

• And more! 

Learn more at mrsc.org/ports 

 

 

Port District Resources Page 



Legal Consultants (Attorneys) 

MRSC Consultant Staff 

Policy/Finance Consultants 

Behind the Scenes: Admin, Communications, IT 

Flannary Collins Jill Dvorkin Linda Gallagher Moses Garcia Oskar Rey Paul Sullivan 

Steve Butler, Planning Judy Isaac,   Public 
Works & Procurement 

Byron Katsuyama, Public 
Policy/Management 

Toni Nelson, Finance Laura Crandall, Public 
Policy & Finance 

Mike Bailey, Finance 

Sarah Doar 



Monthly webinars 

 

In-person regional trainings 

 

Archived webinars &            E-
learning 

MRSC Training 



Our Rosters service connects hundreds of local 
government agencies to thousands of 
businesses for small public works, consulting 
services and purchases. 

 

Learn more and sign up at mrscrosters.org 

MRSC Rosters 



Public Works 
– What is it?  

Formal Competitive 
Bidding 

Small Works Rosters 

Limited Competitive 
Process 



 RCW 53.08.120 (EHB 6329 – 2018) 

(c) Any port district may construct any public work, 
as defined in RCW 39.04.010, by contract without 
calling for bids whenever the estimated cost of the 
work or improvement, including cost of materials, 
supplies, and equipment, will not exceed the sum 
of forty thousand dollars. A "public works project" 
means a complete project. 
….. 



Public Works - Procurement Statute 
Description: 
 RCW 39.04.010 
 

All work, construction, alteration, repair or 
improvement other than ordinary maintenance, 
executed at the cost of the state or of any 
municipality, or which is by law a lien or charge on 
any property therein.  All public works, including 
maintenance when performed by contract shall 
comply with chapter 39.12 RCW. 



Bid Thresholds for Public Works Projects 

The lower threshold is the amount below which the local 
government may use any internally acceptable method of awarding 
small public works contracts. (This method should be defined in 
policy.) 

For projects whose estimated cost is over the statutory threshold 
and not using the small works roster, the project must be formally 
bid. 

 



 
Formal Public Works Bids 

  

• Over $300,000 Ports 
(but can be for smaller 
projects) 

• Formal Advertisement 
• Bid Bonds* 
• Sealed Written Bids 
• Public Bid Opening * 
• Formal Award by 

Council/Commission* 
• P/P Bonds Required 
• Retainage Required 

 
 
• *if required by statute 

 



•Three or more informal bids 
recommended 
•No roster required 
•No advertisement required 
•Bid bonds optional 
•Electronic, Faxed, or Telephone Quotes 
Allowed 
•Informal quote opening(s) 
•P/P bonds required (possible exemptions) 
•Retainage required 

Public Works Projects Below Bid Limits 



     Requests for informal bids 

 Notification can be via 
email, fax, website, etc. 

 Informal bids can be 
written, electronic , fax, 
telephone, etc. 

 Invite informal bids from all 
contractors in the 
category/subcategory.  

o Options when less than 
all contractors solicited 

Small Works Roster 
Solicitations 
 



• Small Public Works Roster required 
•Must solicit at least 3 informal bids or notify 
all on roster 
•No advertisement required, just notice to 
SPWR 
•Bid Bonds Optional 
•Electronic, Faxed, or Telephone Quotes OK 
•Informal Bid Opening(s) 
•P/P Bonds Can Be Waived 
•Retainage Can Be Waived 
 

 

Limited Public Works Projects (Less than $50K) 
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  A contractor who meets the criteria in RCW 39.04.350 

Bidder responsibility criteria (mandatory) 

    Supplemental bidder responsibility 
criteria (optional) 

       Contract is awarded to the lowest responsive 
bid by a responsible bidder 



UNIT PRICE CONTRACTS 

• Must be competitively bid  
o Anticipated on a recurring basis 
o Based on hourly rates or unit pricing 
o Business or operational needs 
o Fixed period – indefinite quantity 
o Bid using estimated quantities 
o Define how work orders will be 

released 
o Include minority/woman contractor 

when possible 
o Award to lowest responsible bidder 

• Initial term cannot exceed 3 years 
o Renewable for 1 additional year 

• Prevailing wage, updated annually 

RCW 53.08.120 was also 
changed to expressly allow 
Ports to enter into unit 
priced contracts.  

(3)(a) A port district may procure public 
works with a unit priced contract under 
this section or RCW 39.04.010(2) for the 
purpose of completing anticipated types 
of work based on hourly rates or unit 
pricing for one or more categories of 
work or trades. 



Public Works- 
What’s New?  

Contractor Training 

Small Works Rosters 

Piggyback Contracting 

Unit Price Contracting  

Job Order Contracting - JOC 



Public Works Contracting 
 

Contractor training 
required or 3 years 

public works 
experience and 3+ 

years valid WA 
business license 

Eff. July 1, 2019 

Small works roster 
limit remains 

$300k for Ports; 
May waive 
retainage in 

rosters.  RCW 
39.04.155 

Eff. July 28, 2019 

HB 5958 – Piggyback 
verifications relaxed 

HB 1295 – JOC available to 
all agencies; work orders 
increased to $550k; DB 
project limit removed; DB 
eligibility from $10M to 
$2M; evaluation and award 
criteria changes; others 

Effective July 28, 2019 

2019 Legislative Changes: 



 
Linda Gallagher 

Legal Consultant, MRSC 

Questions?  
Thank you!  

lgallagher@mrsc.org 
www.mrsc.org 
(206) 625-1300 ext. 112 

mailto:lgallagher@mrsc.org
http://www.mrsc.org/

