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Program Engagements
• WSBO, PWB and CERB have awarded nearly $270M s ince 2021

• 48 projects
• 60,000 additional connections

• Collaborating with Office of Equity
• Digita l Equity Forum
• Community outreach
• Recently sponsored survey regarding impediments  to digita l equity

• Digita l Navigators
• Inves ting additional resources  with partners  to provide devices , subscriptions , 

technical support s ervices , and skills  tra ining (digita l literacy, s taying s afe 
online, etc.)

• 22 partners  s ta tewide
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Program Engagements
• Broadband Action Teams

• Partnership with WSU-Ext to develop and facilita te County/ Tribal/ Regional 
BATs

• Centralize local broadband conversation to inform WSBO of needs
• Connect user groups  and providers  to develop project goals .
• Digita l Equity Planning funds  available for County and Tribal Nations
• $3M in tota l and provides  down payment on development of local/ regional DE 

plans
• Grant-writing s ervices

• Support to governments , public-private partnerships , and tribal governments  
to support applications  for federal funding
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Program Engagements
• Rapid Des ign Studies  (feas ibility s tudy)

• Scope project details , bringing them clos er to s hovel- and propos al-
ready

• Support for bus ines s  cas e development => Sus tainability

• Digita l Equity Forum
• Co-convening in partners hip with the Governor’s  Office of Equity
• Lis tening to community pers pectives  and recommendations

• Acces s , Affordability, Adoption
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Recent NOFO
• Schedule

• NOFO was  released Nov 22, 2022
• Applications  by end of J an. ‘23
• Awards  targeted for la te Feb. ‘23

• Requirements
• Projects  mus t reliably meet or exceed 100/ 20 Mbps  s calable to 100 Mbps  symetrical
• Projects  mus t provide broadband connectivity for a  minimum of 25 years
• Requires  participation in the FCC’s  Affordable Connectivity Program
• Open Acces s  will not be changed from firs t NOFO

• Firs t three years  can be “closed” acces s  with OA required afterward
• 10% match requirement as  in firs t NOFO with waiver for dis tres sed counties  

https :/ / esd.wa.gov/ labormarketinfo/ dis tres sed-areas
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Future Funding
• BEAD program – Each State receives  a Minimum is  $100M 

• WSBO  proposal to NTIA on Aug 11 for $5M planning grant.
• Approval granted on Nov. 2022
• WSBO will develop a  s ta te plan by mid-summer 2023 that targets  projects  for 

funding
• Robus t public input and community outreach (Digita l Equity as ses sments  

and BATS)
• Nationwide BEAD funding is  $42.5B
• WA share will be based on FCC broadband map – Draft Released on Nov 18

• Digita l Equity State Planning Grant - $1.1M
• Receveid funding approve on Nov. 2022
• Funding will be used to conduct more outreach to create digita l equity plan

• DE Plan will be used in BEAD 5 year s ta te plan

ETA for funding 
allocations :

J une 30, 2023
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Draft Federal Communications  
Commiss ion (FCC) Map
• Draft FCC map released on Nov 18, 2022 

• Home | FCC National Broadband Map

• Preliminary Analys is  on Map data
• Unserved WA locations  = 166,550 (2.13% of 

US Total)
• Preliminary WA Funding es timate ~  $900M +/ -
• Subject to more analys is  and Challenges  to 

Draft FCC Map
• Draft Map Shows :

• WA Fixed Wireline coverage:
• Uns erved (<25Mbps / 3Mbps ) = 2.14% (97.86% 

Served)
• Unders erved (<100Mbps / 20Mbps ) =  11.43% 

(88.57% Served)

FCC Broadband Map
Wired connections  at 25/3

Served Unit Percentage

0% 0-20% 20-40% 40-60% 60-80% 80-100%

https://broadbandmap.fcc.gov/home
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FCC Map Challenges
Two types  of availability challenges  to submit by J an 13, 2023

• Crowds ource Challenge – individual s ubmis s ions  to FCC
• How to Submit an Availability Challenge – YouTube
• WSBO FCC Broadband Mapping webs ite distributed to Counties, Cites, Tribal 

Nations  and Broadband Action Teams  (BATs)
• FCC Consumer Toolkit will be made available for user participation
• Get the word out to Washington res idents ! 

• Bulk Challenges  by WSBO
• Outreach to public entities  and WSU-Extens ion as  facilita tor of BATs
• Utilizing a  consultant to as s is t in developing bulk challenges
• Bundle challenges  and submis s ion by WSBO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiFoxZKywv4
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/fcc-broadband-mapping/
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/cibhj41g9q9xwvj9mjg5qcj8v7utuqhk
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Call to action!
• Public participation in FCC Mapping efforts

• Challenge period ends  J anuary 13, 2023
• State funding as s igned J une 30, 2023

• How can Public entities  help?
• FCC mapping will be made available to public to check addres s -level 

locations  and broadband availability
• Individual us ers  can acces s  map and s ubmit information to FCC if map 

does n’t repres ent a  us er’s  location or lis ted broadband availability
• FCC Cons umer Toolkit will be made available for us er participation
• Get the word out to Was hington res idents ! 



www.commerce.wa.gov

Thank  you!
Mark Vasconi
DIRECTOR, STATE BROADBAND OFFICE

Mark.vas coni@commerce.wa.gov

360.918-1241

Take the 
speed tes t, 

PLEASE!

https :/ /bit.ly/WSBOspeedtes t

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://bit.ly/WSBOspeedtest
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