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Role in Disaster Preparedness
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• Direct response for 12.7 million acres of forestland in WA
• Staffing of IMTs for all hazard response
• Prevention and Mitigation
• Regulation
• Participate with state and federal emergency management 

in staffing support function, and sharing personnel and 
equipment and supplies in a natural disaster event



Roles in Comprehensive State Emergency 
Management Plan
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• Lead Agency for ESF 4 – Firefighting Response 
(Cooperate with Washington Fire Service)

• Lead Agency for federal ESF-4 – Federal assistance in 
partnership with the USFS for Stafford Act Response

• Staffing of teams for All Hazard Response
• Support to several other ESF’s, notable with a 

commitment to maintain two medium helicopters to 
have available for other disaster response, 365 days per 
year.

• Flying in mobile repeaters
• Logistical missions
• Search and Rescue

• DNR maintains a supply cache and logistical resources 
and robust communication infrastructure that can be 
mobilized for disaster response

• Detection cameras 



Wildland Fire Management Division 
interaction with Ports
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• Protecting agency - direct protection or support role to wildland 
owned by Port Districts.

• Prevention and Mitigation –
• Activities that shout watch out – equipment use, recreation, railroad
• CWPPs, Fuels Treatment, Hardening 

• Aviation
• DNR works with 13 airports for permanent air base use 
• The need for Emergency Land Use agreements (EULA) happens every 

summer for seasonal helibases to support large incidents
• Fixed Base Operators (FBO’s) are key resources for transitory 

operations and fueling
• The availability of Jet A fuel is a determining factor on where we can 

operate and for how long. Starting in 2024, all DNR owned and 
contracted aircraft will be operating on Jet A. The need is 
approximately 500,000 gallons.

• Bulk supplies are helpful as sources for DNR’s fleet of mobile fuel 
support trucks and trailers.

• We protect several islands in Puget Sound, which occasionally 
requires boat, ferries or barge transport of crews, equipment and 
supplies. However, could do that anywhere – may look to ports for 
contacts for those that could help in that.
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Thank You!
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