
FISH FACTS:  WASHINGTON STATE, 2017 

STATISTICS 

 

DUNGENESS CRABS: Washington landings of over 27.3 million pounds (up 43 percent 

from 2016 and up 82 percent from 2015) led all states with almost 45 percent of the 

total landings. 

OYSTERS are among Pacific County’s most important economic sectors; the county 

accounts for most oyster production on the U.S. Pacific Coast. 

Washington’s 2017 SALMON landings were 20.4 million pounds valued at almost $31.6 

million — an nearly 29 percent increase over 2016. Chum salmon were 13.7 million (up 

55 percent); followed by Chinook, almost 4.1 million pounds (down over 3 percent); 

coho, 2 million pounds (down 26 percent); and sockeye, 109,000 pounds (down 16 

percent). 

HAKE, also known as Pacific whiting and used to make fish sticks -The 2017 catch was 

nearly 774 million pounds, up from 558 million in 2016 and 333 million in 2015.  

Landings of PACIFIC COD, another important commercial species, fell to 657 million 

pounds last year compared to 709 million in 2016 and 699 in 2015.  

The PACIFIC SARDINE fishery is in its fourth year of closure, through at least June 30, 

2019. There was a catch of 744,000 pounds in 2017, down from 1.1 million pounds in 

2016 and compared to 8.4 million pounds in 2015 and 51.1 million in 2014. Before 

sardine stocks collapsed the average annual catch was 104 million pounds. Pacific 

sardines currently may be harvested only as part of the live bait, minor directed, and 

tribal fisheries, as incidental catch in other fisheries, or as part of exempted fishing 

permit activities. 



ALBACORE TUNA landings totaled about 17.1 million pounds nationwide in 2017, 

compared to 24.1 million in 2016. The price per pound increased to $2.10, up from $1.64 

in 2016. 

SHRIMP were for a time a promising commercial species on the West Coast, but 2017 

continued a downward trend.In the Pacific region, Washington had landings of 7.4 

million pounds, down from 14.8 million in 2016 and 42.3 million in 2015. 

 

 

 

 


