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TOURISM UPDATE: 
CALL FOR BOARD MEMBER APPLICATIONS  

The WPPA 2018 Spring Meeting is nearly 
upon us, hosted this year from May 9-11, 
2018 at the Hilton Vancouver. 

SPOTLIGHT

SPRING MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
AND AGENDA PREVIEW

 

In the 2018 legislative session, WPPA supported SB 5251, calling for a state-wide 
tourism marketing program. As it stood, Washington was the only state in the nation 
without a statewide tourism effort. We believe this effort ensures Washington is 
competitively positioned to further grow the current $1.8 billion in state and local 
tourism tax revenue, and promotes urban and rural destinations equally to potential 
visitors.   

Passed by the legislature and signed into law by the Governor, the law creates a 
tourism marketing organization, overseen by a new board within the Department of 
Commerce. The Washington Tourism Marketing Authority (WTMA) will be made up 
of nine representatives from the tourism industry and four legislators, and an advisory 
committee of government officials.

The WTMA will be responsible for overseeing the marketing organization, selecting 
an agency to evaluate the total impact of the program and what qualifies as matching 
funds (to meet the state general funds supplied for the program). 

WTMA board members will be required to have specific certifications - representing 
one of several industry segments, including hotels, restaurants, outdoor recreation, 
attractions, retail and rental car businesses, but not limited to those industries.  The 
board must also be geographically and ethnically diverse, representing large and 
small businesses.  

The selection process is somewhat complex, and requires a letter of interest submitted 
by April 20th to either the Speaker of the House or Lieutenant Governor.  Speaker of 
the House Frank Chopp will create a list of ten names for consideration, including one 
selection from each of the following sectors: restaurant, rental car and retail. Lieutenant 
Governor Cyrus Habib will create a list of ten names for consideration, including one 
selection from: hotel, attractions, and outdoor recreation. Those interested can apply 
to both lists. Additionally, the Governor will have one selection independent of these 
two lists. 

Letters of interest should include a current position, specific background in /knowledge 
of the tourism industry, as well as why the applicant wants to serve on the WTMA, by 
April 20, 2018. The lists for consideration will be delivered to the Governor by 
May 1, 2018.  

If you are interested in being considered for the WTMA, the addresses to submit a 
letter of interest are below: 

For the position the governor will appoint, visit: https://www.governor.wa.gov/boards-
commissions/boards-commissions/apply-serve-board-or-commission. 

Cyrus Habib, President of the Senate
ATTN: LaTasha Wortham
LEG 220
Olympia, WA. 98504
Or by email: Latasha.wortham@leg.wa.gov

Frank Chopp, Speaker of the House
ATTN: Cathy Maynard
LEG 339C
Olympia, WA. 98504-0600

Or by email: cathy.maynard@leg.wa.gov

Highlights will include keynote speakers 
Stanley H. Ryan, President & CEO, of 
Darigold addressing the importance of 
agricultural trade; and Mel Netzhammer, 
Chancellor, WSU Vancouver speaking on 
partnerships and economic development. 

Members can register for one of two 
concurrent training modules. The first 
fulfills the legal requirements for port 
commissioners on continuing education  
for the Public Records Act, and Open 
Public Meetings. The second addresses a 
wide variety of port planning issues.  

Along with policy commitees, port reports 
and legislative recaps, seminar options 
include workforce training programs:  
current status, along with options to 
improve; and new port powers with 
broadband, and how to fund related 
projects.  

WPPA also presents of-the-moment 
roundtable discussion topics, with 2018 
to include: shared workspace properties; 
how to create content and best use the 
new WPPA website; Public Records Act 
software options; public access project 
budgeting; available MSRC tools; 
WSDOT’s new airport grant program; and 
an outlook on fishing season.

Register at: washingtonports.org. 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/boards-commissions/boards-commissions/apply-serve-board-or-commission
https://www.governor.wa.gov/boards-commissions/boards-commissions/apply-serve-board-or-commission
mailto://Latasha.wortham@leg.wa.gov 
mailto://cathy.maynard@leg.wa.gov 
http://www.washingtonports.org.


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Accounting Assistant 
Port of Chelan County

Maintenance Manager
Port of Poulsbo

Marine Terminal 
Administrator
Port of Kalama

Marina Facilities 
Administrator
Port of Skagit  

Assistant Airport 
Manager
Port of Friday Harbor

If you would like information on any of these positions, visit:

washingtonports.org/washington-ports/employment-
opportunities

Airport Operations 
Development Manager
Port of Seattle 

Events & Marketing 
Coordinator
Port of Anacortes 

Technician I, Accounting 
Port of Tacoma 

Business Development 
Manager I or II
Northwest Seaport Alliance 

Executive Director 
West Plains / Airport Area Public 
Development Authority 

Baseball fans love numbers and data. 
I’m not sure if being a baseball fan 
leads to liking numbers, or if people 
who like numbers eventually become 
baseball fans. Whichever it is, I am 
amused that right as baseball season 
starts in April, the state releases its 
populations trends and forecast 
report. This allows nerds like me to 
read statistics about people, while 

listening on the radio to statistics about ballplayers. 

Our state now contains just over 7.3 million people, and 
the population rose last year by 1.76 percent – the largest 
increase since 2006 (when our economy was also booming). 
Most of the growth – 72 percent – is due to people moving 
here. The remaining 28 percent, obviously, is from babies 
being born here. 

I also discovered an interesting way to track where the 
people who move here come from. They use driver’s 
license data. The Department of Licensing carefully 
records the origins of “surrendered licenses” that people 
trade for a new Washington driver’s license. I don’t know if 
Uber influences these statistics, but California represents 
the largest percentage of newcomers. 

California, Oregon, Texas and Arizona represent over 40 

FASTBALLS, CURVE BALLS AND CHANGE-UPS

percent of the state’s newcomers. Six percent come from 
other countries. 

There are no surprises in people’s destinations. Just as you 
can predict that the Red Sox and the Yankees will be at the 
top of the American League East in September, you can also 
predict that most of the newcomers settled in King, Pierce, 
Snohomish, Clark and Spokane counties. Over three-fourths, 
in fact. Every county in the state gained population, however, 
except for Island County, which lost 120 people. Rural 
counties grew exactly half as much – one percent – as non-
rural counties, which averaged two percent. 

I don’t know why I find this information interesting, but 
somehow it seems important to me to understand where 
people are going, and where they are coming from. If you 
come to our Spring Meeting next month in Vancouver, you 
will hear about our policies to educate and train workers, 
and also learn about our new powers to provide broadband 
infrastructure to employ them. 

We will also hear about our region’s agriculture and the 
importance of those exports to our economy. There will also 
be plenty of opportunities to meet your peers from around 
the state, and to talk to me about the endlessly creative ways 
that Mariners’ players have to injure themselves. So far, there 
don’t seem to be any new analytic tools to measure that, 
except perhaps beer sales. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Spring Meeting
May 9-11, 2018 

Hilton, Vancouver, WA 
REGISTER NOW!

Finance & Administration 
Seminar
June 13-15, 2018 

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth

Director’s Seminar 
July 12-13

McMenamins Harbor Lodge, 
Kalama

Commissioners Seminar  
July 22-24, 2018 

Suncadia Resort, Cle Elum

Fall Enivronmental 
Meeting 
September 27-28, 2018

Skamania Lodge, Stevenson

 

Small Ports Seminar 
October 18-19, 2018  

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth
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