
The latest development in the carbon wars is soon to emerge, with the introduction 
of Initiative 1631, proposing a pollution tax for fossil fuels sold or used within the 
state, and electricity generated or imported for consumption in the state. Here, we 
break down what it might look like. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2020, the pollution fee would be set at $15 per metric 
ton of carbon content. The fee would increase annually by $2 per metric ton, and be 
adjusted for inflation. The annual increases continue until the state’s existing greenhouse 
gas reduction goal for 2035 is met, and the state is set to meet the 2050 goal. At that 
time, the pollution fee would be fixed, except for annual inflation adjustments. 

A fifteen-member public oversight board would be created to implement the new law, 
including: the chair; the Commissioner of Public Lands; the directors of the Department 
of Commerce, the Department of Ecology, and the Recreation and Conservation Office; 
four at-large positions; and six co-chairs of three investment panels. 

The initiative would generate an estimated $2,238,058,072 over five 
fiscal years from the state pollution fee and UTC regulatory fees for the clean up 
pollution fund. 

Here’s how it would be used:

• 70%  on clean air and clean energy investments – programs, activities 
or projects that reduce pollution or assist affected workers or people with lower 
incomes

• Examples include: promoting renewable energy; reducing transportation-
related carbon emissions through the use of electric vehicles

• 15% of this category would be best to reduce the energy burden of people 
with lower incomes, and $50 million would be set aside within four years for 
support for workers transitioning away from fossil fuels

• 25% for clean water and healthy forest investments – addressing the 
impacts of climate change on the state’s waters and forests

• Examples include: spending to restore and protect state waters, to reduce 
flood risk, to reduce risk of wildfires

• 5% for healthy communities investments – to prepare communities for 
the impacts of climate change and to help those particularly affected by climate 
change

• Examples include: wildfire prevention and preparedness, relocation of 
communities on tribal lands affected by sea level rise and floods

There are specific exemptions that may apply to ports, including: fossil 
fuels brought into the state in the fuel tank of a motor vehicle, vessel, locomotive or 
aircraft; exported or sold for use outside Washington; fossil fuels and electricity sold 
to / used by facilities designated as energy-intensive and trade-exposed industries;  
aircraft fuels and certain fuel used for agricultural purposes; and motor vehicle fuel or 
special fuel currently exempt from taxation.

To view the full documents on Initiative 1631, visit the Recommended Reading section 
at washingtonports.org. 
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DISSECTING THE CARBON INITIATIVE: WHAT IT 
MEANS, WHAT IT DOES 

On August 15, the Port of Everett broke 
ground on phase two of the $36 million South 
Terminal modernization project. 

Built in the late 1970’s by Weyerhauser, the 
largest dock at the Port of Everett includes a 
700-foot concrete deck superstructure known 
as South Terminal. 

Currently underutilized due to major repair 
needs and a limited load capacity, the 
modernization project is a part of the Port’s 
larger Seaport Modernization vision. In phase 
two, the South Terminal will be put back 
into productive use after strengthening the 
remaining 560-feet of the 700-foot South 
Terminal dock structure and upgrading wharf 
electrical components. Upon completion 
(anticipated for December 2019) the dock 
will be ready to accommodate two 100-foot 
gauge rail-mounted container cranes and 
provide infrastructure for future shore power 
to allow ships to plug in while at berth.

This is the largest project in the Port of Everett’s 
history, and the largest maritime project on 
the West Coast today. With the help of the 
Port’s 2-percent for public access policy, the 
project is also generating $586,000 to the 
city of Everett to improve public access along 
the waterfront that does not conflict with the 
working waterfront. For more information, visit 
www.portofeverett.com. 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT: 
2018 AG-COMMERCE SUMMIT

The Northwest Ports and Strategic Business 
Partners will be hosted onSeptember 18-20, 
2018 in Minot and Williston, ND for the 2018 
AG-Commerce Summit. 

Topics will include:  the Great Northern Corridor 
Coalition, competitive access to global 
markets, first mile and last mile challenges, 
inland port and seaport capabilities, with and 
strategic partnerships headlining the summit.

SPOTLIGHT

PORT OF EVERETT LAUNCHES 
PHASE II SOUTH TERMINAL 
MODERNIZATION PROJECT



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Senior Director of 
Human Resources
Port of Seattle

Economic Development 
Specialist 
Port of Bellingham

Senior Contract 
Administrator
Port of Olympia

Manager, AV 
Maintenance
Port of Seattle

Senior Manager 
of Maintenance & 
Facilities
Port of Astoria 

Security Officer 
Port of Port Townsend 

If you would like information on any of these positions, visit: washingtonports.org/

employment-opportunities-1

Hoist Operator II
Port of Port Townsend 

Project Manager I, 
Engineering 
Port of Tacoma 

Project Manager II, 
Engineering
Port of Tacoma 

Accountant II 
Port of Tacoma

Human Resources Manager 
Port of Bremerton

Senior Accountant
Port of Bremerton

Director, Communications
Port of Tacoma 

Last Spring, the Governor created a 
state task force to develop a strategy 
for recovering the population of the 
Southern Resident Killer Whales, 
often called Orcas. WPPA has been 
participating in this discussion 
primarily through our representative, 
Port of Anacortes Commissioner 
Kathy Pittis with additional help on 
a vessel work group from Port of 

Seattle Commissioner Fred Felleman from Seattle. 
We all appreciate the work that they have been 
putting into these talks. 

If you have been paying even slight attention, you 
will know that this renewed state attention on Orca 
health has resulted in a chorus of voices hollering 
to remove the four lower Snake River dams. It is too 
bad Orcas cannot survive eating red herrings – if they 
could they would probably be completely healthy by 
now.

Notice that I referred to the state’s recent attention 
to this issue. Notably absent from that sentence was 
the word federal. 

Two things are undeniably true about this issue. 
One is that these iconic mammals need near-term 
improvements in food supply. The other is that so 
many of the solutions require federal actions.

The lower Snake River dams are one hundred percent 
federal projects, and have been fought over in 
Congress and federal courts for decades. 

That is not going to change. I should also point 
out that salmon survival rates past those dams has 
been increasing. According to the Bonneville Power 
Administration and the U.S. Corps of Engineers, in 

FASTBALLS, CURVE BALLS AND CHANGE-UPS

2015 the salmon migration numbers past McNary Dam 
(the last one before the Snake River) were higher than 
before that dam was built. These dams also supply 
carbon-free power and support a navigation system 
that is a cornerstone of our agricultural economy.

The details of Orca recovery involve hatchery production, 
complex state, tribal, federal and international fishing 
quotas, vessel noise and operations, seal and sea lion 
predation, water quality, sediment cleanups, a shrinking 
Orca gene pool and habitat improvements for both 
salmon and the fish that salmon eat. 

That is a big list, and if our efforts are to make a difference 
in the near term we need to focus on things that the 
state can impact. We also need to better understand 
and integrate our efforts with the federal government, 
who have officially been working on this since 2007, 
when these animals were listed as Endangered. 

Serious discussions about Orca recovery need serious 
understandings of the details underpinning salmon 
food supply and availability. Those discussions are not 
advanced by slogans about removing dams that have 
increasing salmon runs, and which supply carbon-free 
power to a region that suffers from more and more 
summer wildfires. 

And, if you are looking for a baseball metaphor in 
this column, you won’t find one. I use those in a light-
hearted way to make a point. There is nothing light-
hearted about this topic, so I left them out. They’ll 
return next month. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Fall Enivronmental 
Seminar
September 27-28, 2018

Skamania Lodge, Stevenson

 

Small Ports Seminar 
October 18-19, 2018  

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth

Annual Meeting

December 5-7, 2018

Hyatt Bellevue 

Port Day

Spring Meeting 2019

May 15-17, 2019

Davenport Hotel, Spokane

Finance & Administration 
Seminar 2019

June 12-14, 2019

Alderbrook Inn, Union


