
In mid-December, WPPA staff went behind the scenes for a first-hand update on projects 
in the works for Sea-Tac International Airport with Jeffrey Brown, Director of Aviation 
Facilities & Capital Programs, and D. Michael Ehl, Director, Aviation Operations.  In 
addition to visible changes to the exterior arrival experience, over $8.4 billion in 
anticipated projects are anticipated to keep up with future expected passenger and 
cargo growth. 

Within the Sustainable Airport Master Plan (SAMP), 30 projects to improve efficiency, 
safety and access to the airport have received a public awareness campaign along with 
an environmental review, both completed in 2018. Highlights include a new terminal 
with 19 gates, and an automated people mover with three stations to connect the 
rental car facility, new terminal, and main terminal. These projects will accommodate 
56 million passengers, meet the forecasted demand up to 2027, and be completed by 
2027.  

Most visible to passengers is the new Concourse D Annex project. Opened on October 
31, 2018, the 32,400 square foot building features six gates, and is designed for 
‘hardstand operations,’ which involves shuttling passengers to and from aircraft parked 
away from the terminal. This relieves congestion for aircraft waiting on the airfield for an 
open gate, saves greenhouse gas emissions from idling aircraft, reduces idling aircraft 
fuel use and GHG emissions, along with streamlining passenger wait time. 

The North Satellite Modernization Project (NorthSTAR) is the expansion and renovation 
of the 45-year-old facility. A joint investment from the Port and Alaska Airlines will better 
serve the growth of passenger traffic at Sea-Tac, which has been the fastest growing 
large hub airport in the U.S. over the past five years, increasing 43 percent from  33.2 
million in 2012 to 46.9 million in 2017.

The $658.3 million expansion and renovation will add eight new gates with a 240-foot 
extension of the building to the west, a new upper level mezzanine, double dining and 
retail square footage, and a rooftop Alaska Airlines lounge. Phase one will open in 2019, 
with the full renovation to open in 2021. Alaska Airlines will contribute an estimated $41 
million to build the new lounge and employee spaces.

The new, expanded International Arrivals Facility (IAF) is set to be completed on May 
31, 2020 to enhance the international passenger experience and position the Puget 
Sound region as a leading tourism and business gateway. The $968 million program is 
the most complex capital development in the airport’s history, with international traffic 
at Sea-Tac growing 107% over the past 10 years.  

New elements for the IAF will double international-capable gates from 12 to 20, also 
doubling passenger capacity. The facility will be a 450,000 square foot grand hall for an 
expedited baggage claim and customs processing; an 85-foot high aerial walkway with 
a 900-foot span to directly connect passengers from the South Satellite to the grand hall; 
and, a new connection to Concourse A for arriving international passengers. The IAF 
project will support around 10,600 jobs, with 500 jobs a day during peak construction.

For further information, visit www.portofseattle.com. 

The WPPA Annual Meeting will take place from December 5-7, 2018 at the Hyatt 
Regency in Bellevue. To register, visit www.washingtonports.org. 
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After nearly 12 years of planning, the Port 
of Bellingham has broken ground on the 
waterfront development of  the former Georgia-
Pacific site. Eagerly anticipated, the project 
has been envisioned as the connecting link to 
bring the city’s waterfront together as a cohesive 
experience. 

The site, now 237 acres on the shoreline, consists 
of properties consolidated by the city and port, 
is described as “one of the largest contaminated 
property cleanup and redevelopment projects 
on the West Coast.” The anticipated completion 
happens within phases, with investment and 
development to continue over the next 40-50 
years in order to reach the final vision.

The first phase, 170 acres, includes a the 
remodeling of the historic Granary Building,  
a live/work space including condominiums, a  
restaurant and potential public market, along 
with plans for a hotel and convention center. 
Western Washington University will also have an 
eventual presence on the site. 

In addition to a $35 million cleanup completed 
in 2016, the Port is working on cleanups for six 
other state-recognized sites within the district, as 
well as building new stormwater infrastructure. 

Two manufacturing companies have been added 
to the port’s land at the waterfront, increasing 
family-wage jobs in Bellingham as well. Paving 
projects by the City will connect the project to 
downtown by the end of 2018, while parks and 
trail ssytems have been defined throughout 
the space. Visit www.portofbellingham.com to 
follow along with the progress. 

http://www.portofseattle.com.
https://www.washingtonports.org/new-events/2018/3/20/annual-meeting
http://www.portofbellingham.com


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Project Manager II, Engineering |Port of 
Tacoma

Director, Engineering
Port of Tacoma

General Manager
Port of Newport 

Port Attendant 
Port of Bremerton

Port Maintenance 
Port of Bremerton

Marina Office Assistant / II 
Port of Bremerton 

Maintenance III 
Port of Camas Washougal 

Deputy General Manager 
Port of Cascade Locks

Multimodal Freight Systems Planner
Washington State Department of Transportation 

Facilties and Property Development 
Manager
Port of Chelan County 

Maintenance III
Port of Camas Washougal 

Deputy General Manager
Port of Cascade Locks 

Contracts & Procurement Specialist
Port of Tacoma

If you would like information on any of these positions, visit: 
washingtonports.org/employment-opportunities

If you are a baseball fan, you 
become good at hoping. 
(Unless you are a Mariners fan, 
in which case you just sigh and 
try to imagine a brighter day.) I 
spent a few days in Washington 
DC last week, along with a small 
delegation of port people, 
to talk with our members of 
Congress about infrastructure 
issues.

Last year, of course, we were all teased with hints of 
a national bi-partisan infrastructure package. The 
hearts of people like me soared with the vision of 
bridges and highways and baseball playoffs. Of 
course, it all fizzled like rained out game as soon as it 
became clear that everyone wanted new things, but 
no one wanted to pay for them. 

Now, however, it could be different. Messages from 
DC seem to say once again that an infrastructure 
package is not a lost cause. Members of Congress 
from the Pacific Northwest states have a significant 
amount of seniority on key transportation and 
spending committees. Our political farm system  - 
unlike the Mariners – has been producing some 
talent, and this could be the year. 

With this in mind, we are planning to continue our 
partnership with the Association of Washington 
Cities, Washington Association of Counties and the 
Association of Washington Business to develop an 
infrastructure needs report for our state. 

FASTBALLS, CURVE BALLS AND CHANGE-UPS

Our delegation can use this – along with the continued 
messaging of the Pacific Northwest Waterways 
Association – to develop and fund programs to 
strengthen our port system. 

One thing we also heard in abundance: be patient. 
Any infrastructure package will not take shape quickly. 
Patience and teamwork are both necessary, which 
is probably why so many members of Congress are 
baseball fans.  When winter gives way to Spring, our 
hearts are full of hope and visions of green grass, and 
infrastructure. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Port Day

January 29, 2019

Olympia, WA 

Spring Meeting 2019

May 15-17, 2019

Davenport Hotel, Spokane

Finance & Administration 
Seminar 2019

June 12-14, 2019

Alderbrook Inn, Union

2019 Directors Seminar

July 11-12, 2019

Skamania Lodge, Stevenson

http://washingtonports.org/washington-ports/employment-opportunities

