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STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATORS ON HAND TO 
CELEBRATE 150 YEARS OF PILOTAGE ON PUGET 

SOUND 

At the 2018 Snake River Family Festival, the Port 
of Whitman County hosted over 300 guests 
to celebrate upgrades to the Boyer Park & 
Marina in advance of the 2018 season opening. 
In addition to family fun, food and live music, 
educational opportunities on the port’s efforts 
on salmon recovery; river navigation and the 
locks and dams connecting Idaho, Oregon and 
Washington farmers with access to worldwide 
markets; clean hydropower provided  by the 
dams and the growing wind energy portfolio;  
and tourism / public recreation through boating, 
fishing and camping. For further information, 
visit www.portofwhitmancounty.com.  

SPOTLIGHT

PORT OF WHITMAN COUNTY 
LAUNCHES UPGRADED BOYER 
MARINA RECREATIONAL FACILITY 

 
Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of Washington’s Pilotage Act this year has 
drawn the attention and support of legislators throughout the state. The 
pilotage act was created by a territorial act in 1868, and later, in 1935, the Puget 
Sound Pilots organization was created. Kicking off the year, Gov. Jay Inslee 
proclaimed January 30, 2018, as 150th Anniversary of the Pilotage Act Day 
during Washington Maritime Day.   

On hand to support the Puget Sound Pilots this past week were U.S. Sens. 
Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell, State Sen. Kevin Van De Wege, State Rep. 
Gael Tarleton and Port Townsend Mayor Deborah Stinson, along with industry 
officials and advocates, and community support, including students from Port 
Townsend High School at the Northwest Maritime Center. 

Sen. Cantwell said, “Puget Sound is one of the busiest, most complex 
waterways in the world...We rely on these pilots for the safe passage of millions 
of cargo containers, more than a hundred thousand vehicles and two hundred 
thousand tons of bulk cargo every years...It’s $80 billion worth of goods that 
travel through Puget Sound and make our pilots indispensable to our region.”

Sen. Murray called for diversity in the pilotage field, “this is a highly specific 
and skilled profession that can take decades to reach the top of the field. I want 
to applaud the Puget Sound Pilots for stepping up to what is a national issue: 
recruiting and retaining a skilled workforce.”

Rep. Tarleton, co-chair of the Governor’s Maritime Blue task force mentioned, 
“Puget Sound pilots are the reason (these) waters are still some of the safest in 
the world.”  and Rep. Van de Wege spoke about the pilots as environmental 
and safety champions, and presented a resolution from the state legislature 
honoring the anniversary. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Finance & Administration 
Seminar
June 13-15, 2018 

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth

Director’s Seminar 
July 12-13, 2018

McMenamins Harbor Lodge, 
Kalama

Commissioners Seminar  
July 22-24, 2018 

Suncadia Resort, Cle Elum

Fall Enivronmental 
Meeting 
September 27-28, 2018

Skamania Lodge, Stevenson

Small Ports Seminar 
October 18-19, 2018  

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth

Annual Meeting
December 5-7, 2018  

Hyatt Bellevue 

UPCOMING EVENTS

SPOTLIGHT

EXPANDED CERB BROADBAND 
WORKSHOP LOCATIONS
Upcoming CERB broadband workshops 
include June 11 - Ephrata, June 12 - Newport, 
and June 13 - Pomeroy. 

Need a workshop closer in? Just request one 
and they’ll arrange it. For details visit: www.
commerce.wa.gov. 



KNOWING THE WATERS - By Frank Chmelik of Chmelik Sitkin & Davis P.S. - WPPA Counsel

Thanks for this month’s column goes to Paul Brachvogel, the Chief of Legal Affairs at the Port of 
Everett (yes, a lawyer), who alerted the WPPA Legal Committee about the requirements dealing with 
“alternate fuels.”

In 2007, the Washington State Legislature adopted the provisions of RCW 43.19.648, which required all 
local governments, including port districts, to convert their vehicle fleets to electricity or biofuel with a 
compliance reporting date for larger local governments (those that use more than 200,000 gallons of 
fuel per year) of June 1, 2018.  Pursuant to the statute, the Department of Commerce adopted rules 
found at chapter 194-29 WAC that better defined the obligations of local governments.  

Effective June 1, 2018, all local governments (even those without reporting requirements), to the extent 
determined practicable by chapter 194-29 WAC, are required to either:

 (i) to the extent determined practicable, satisfy 100% of their fuel usage for operating 
publicly   owned vessels, vehicles, emergency vehicles and construction equipment from 
electricity or biofuel, or;

 (ii) determine that it is not practicable to meet the requirements of RCW 43.19.648. 

In addition, the statute allows local governments to elect to exempt police, fire, and other emergency 
response vehicles, including utility vehicles frequently used for emergency response, from the fuel 
usage requirement.

The Department of Commerce recognized that most local governments will not likely be able to 
convert their vehicle fleets to electricity or biofuel by June 1, 2018.  The WAC contemplates that 
governments will look at vehicle electrification and biofuel use in procurement decisions involving 
a “comparison of alternatives on a lifecycle cost basis.”  This indicates that the compliance for most 
local governments will be based upon a replacement vehicle policy.  However, if a port district is not 
going to achieve compliance, it still must determine that compliance is “not practicable”.

Therefore, port districts should consider a presentation to the Commission concerning the practicality 
of satisfying 100% of its fuel usage for operating its vessels and construction equipment from electricity 
or biofuel.  The Commission should then consider making a finding (either in the form of a resolution or 
a motion) determining the practicality of achieving the 100% goal by June 1, 2018, and specifying what 
steps, if any, it will take to work towards this goal.  For most port districts, this will involve considering 
vehicle electrification and biofuel use in procurement decisions involving a “comparison of alternatives 
on a lifecycle cost basis.”  The Commission also ought to consider if port district emergency vehicles 
should be exempted (see, WAC 194-29-030).  Finally, for port districts that use more than 200,000 
gallons of fuel, reporting must begin on June 1, 2018. 

I would expect that the Washington State Auditor will begin to look at compliance with RCW 43.19.648 
and chapter 194-29 WAC.  Commission action (minutes or a resolution) should reflect compliance.

As always, please contact your port counsel with any legal questions regarding this topic. Again, thanks 
to Paul Brachvogel at the Port of Everett for this topic. 

If you have a topic for a Knowing the Waters, please email me at fchmelik@chmelik.com.
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Need Access to the New WPPA Website Members’ Section? 

Port, Associate Members & Lifetime Members have access to the Members section, where past presentations, event registration and port-specific 

resources and templates can be found. 

Your password is: ports2018 


