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THE MANIFEST

Washington state’s commercial fishing industry is really the stuff of legends – and 
even a Netflix series, filmed at the Port of Ilwaco in 2017 (“Battlefish”). With a total 
catch in 2017 of 667 million pounds, commercial fishing focuses on Dungeness Crab, 
Chum/Chinook/Coho/Sockeye Salmon, Geoduck, Oysters, Pacific Cod, Sardines, 
Anchovies, Albacore Tuna, Shrimp and Prawns, up from 552 million pounds in 2016. 

Westport ranks in the top five ports on the Pacific Coast for production (ranking #1 
in 2016, according to NOAA), and #14 in the nation for commercial seafood landings. 
The combined south Pacific County ports (including the Ports of Chinook & Ilwaco) 
ranked 50th among the nation’s top-50 seafood producers in dollars and 45th in 
poundage in 2017, with the Port of Grays Harbor’s Westport Marina ranked in the 
top 10 nationally in 2016. 

At the Port of Port Townsend, New Day Fisheries buys and processes fish and 
shellfish off of more than 200 boats, including tribal fisheries, from as far away as 
the bottom of Hood Canal. It handles salmon and other fish, but specializes is live 
crabs and prawns – if you’ve seen live crabs in a glass tank, it’s probably from New 
Day, whether you’re in a QFC grocery store or in New York, California, Boston, China, 
or even Iceland. Notably, they also produce 25,000 pounds of lutefisk, a (debatable) 
Nordic delicacy – clenching the title as the largest producer on the West Coast. Uff 
da, indeed. 

Keeping up with increased seafood consumption, Westport Marina, located in the 
Port of Grays Harbor, Washington boasts the state’s largest fish landing port. The 
marina is currently home to 200+ commercial fishing vessels, providing thousands 
of jobs, and producing 108 million pounds of crab, salmon, hake and other seafood, 
which head to five upland seafood processors and a 95,000 square foot cold 
storage facility.  In 2017, landings increased to 150 million, with a value of $64 million. 

In Ilwaco and Chinook, fish production climbed to approximately 16 million pounds 
in 2017, up 3 million over 2016, and 4 million over 2015. In financial terms, Ilwaco-
Chinook landings — bolstered by high-value Dungeness crab — remained stable 
at $22 million in 2017 and 2016, up from $15 million in 2015.

For further (fascinating and all 100% true) fish facts, view 2017 statistics here. 

SPOTL IGHTS

The Port of Kalama board of 
commissioners recently awarded 
the contract for the Spencer Creek 
Business Park Phase 1 Improvements, 
which includes site preparation, 
grading, utilities, roads, a roundabout 
and sidewalks, new lighting and 
irrigation.

Work starts in April 2019,  and is 
projected to run through mid-
summer. Updates will be found on 
the port’s website and social media 
channels. The Spencer Creek Business 
Park is being built as a part of the Port 
of Kalama’s long-term plan to diversify 
the region’s business and will support 
a mix of commercial business, retail, 
dining, lodging and light industrial. 

PORT OF KALAMA 
AWARDS SPENCER CREEK 

BUSINESS PARK CONTRACT

FISH STORIES: THE BIGGEST, BRIGHTEST AND QUIRKIEST RANKINGS                    
FROM WASHINGTON STATE PORTS 

UPCOMING EVENTS EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
2019 SPRING MEETING
May 15-17, 2019 | The Historic 
Davenport, Spokane

2019 FINANCE & ADMIN SEMINAR
June 12-14, 2019 | Alderbrook       
Resort, Union 

2019 DIRECTORS’ SEMINAR
July 11-12, 2019  | Skamania Lodge, 
Stevenson 

2019 COMMISSIONERS’ SEMINAR
July 22-24, 2019 | Suncadia 
Resort, Cle Elum

2019 ENVIRONMENTAL SEMINAR 
September 26-27, 2019 | Campbell’s 
Resort, Lake Chelan 

2019 SMALL PORTS SEMINAR 
October 24-25, 2019 | Enzian Inn, 
Leavenworth 

2019 ANNUAL MEETING
November 20-22, 2019 | Hotel Murano, 
Tacoma 

Business Development 
Manager | Northwest 
Seaport Alliance 

Director, Information 
Technology | Port of 
Tacoma 

Senior Contracts 
Administrator | Port of 
Tacoma

Marketing & 
Communications 
Coordinator | Port of 
Bremerton

Clerk to the Board / 
Administrative Specialist | 
Port of Port Angeles

Communications & 
Administrative Coordinator 
| Port of Grays Harbor 

Airport Manager | Port of 
Bremerton 

Senior IT Manager | Port of 
Tacoma 

Senior Planner | Northwest 
Seaport Alliance 

The Port of Vancouver USA’s West 
Vancouver Freight Access project won 
a 2019 Engineering Excellence Grand 
Award from the American Council 
of Engineering Companies (ACEC) 
Oregon.

Port Director of Engineering and Project 
Delivery Monty Edberg, who led a team 
of staff and consultants for more than 
10 years to see WVFA to completion, 
presented the award to the port’s 
Board of Commissioners during a 
public meeting Feb. 12.

PORT OF VANCOUVER
 WINS ACEC AWARD 
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a8499e518b27dc83c2403ce/t/5c7efd5f41920220885e2d83/1551826271777/FISH+FACTS.pdf


KNOWING THE WATERS  - BY FRANK CHMELIK OF CHMELIK SITKIN & DAVIS P.S. - WPPA COUNSEL

We have all heard accounts of a hacker breaking into a computer system and stealing data or locking out the 
system until a ransom is paid to regain access.  This month, we will focus on what actions ports must take if there is 
an attack on the port’s computer system that could result in a release of “personal information.” We will also look at 
other prudent actions a port may consider to avoid or mitigate a cyber-attack.

Personal Information Defined.  RCW 42.56.590 defines “personal information” as an individual’s first name or first 
initial and last name in combination with any one or more of the following data elements:

(A) Social security number; (B) Driver’s license number or Washington identification card number; or (C) Full account 
number, credit or debit card number, or any required security code, access code, or password that would permit 
access to an individual’s financial account.

Ports may hold a variety of “personal information” in employee files, automated payroll deposit files, customer 
information files and automated customer payment information.  Moreover, this information can be held on a 
variety of port servers.

DUTY TO NOTIFY.  RCW 42.56.590 provides that a Washington government (including a port district) must notify any 
Washington resident if it discovers or is notified of a breach of its computer system and it determines that anyone’s 
“personal information” was or is reasonably believed to have been acquired by an unauthorized person. Except 
for very narrow statutory exceptions, written notice must be hand delivered or sent in the mail to each person that 
suffered a release of personal information. The notice must be written in plain language; and at a minimum, contain 
the following information:

(I)The name and contact information of the port; (II)A list of the types of personal information that were or are 
reasonably believed to have been the subject of a breach; (III) The toll-free telephone numbers and addresses of 
the four major credit reporting agencies if the breach exposed personal information. Each bureau is required to 
contact the other three if an individual requests a fraud alert.

If the breach effects more than 500 people a sample copy of the notice must be submitted to the Washington 
Attorney General. 

In addition to complying with the requirements in RCW 42.56.590, a port may consider some of the following issues 
with regard to cyber security:

INSURANCE.  Many insurance policies now cover losses from cyber-attacks.  These may include the cost to restore 
data, the notification costs and even credit protection for a period of time for people who have had their personal 
data compromised.  Check your port’s insurance policies and see if your port already has this coverage.  If not, your 
port may want to investigate the cost of adding this coverage.

CYBER HARDENING. Cyber hardening usually occurs after the attack. Your port may want to consider a cyber audit 
now to see how the port’s system could be strengthened. For example, it is possible to “encrypt” personal information.  
RCW 42.56.590 provides that a breach of encrypted data is not a release unless the hacker also gets the encryption 
keys or passwords.

CYBER RECOVERY. Some hackers merely lockup the computer system and then demand a ransom. Is your port 
prepared with backup data and hardware so that it can avoid paying these ransom demands and get back up and 
running in short order? Ports may want to consider identifying the cyber-attack expert now that they will call if there 
is an attack.  

DATA CONTROL. Ports routinely collect information on tenants. It may be worthwhile to review what personal 
information your port is collecting and whether or not your port actually needs that data.  For example, if your port is 
collecting social security numbers for all its marina customers, you may want to ask why.

SOCIAL SECURITY INFORMATION. If social security information is disclosed, it is important to move quickly. The IRS 
can be contacted at http://www.irs.gov/uac/Identity-Protection.  One can also call 1-800-908-4490. This will prevent 
tax-fraud thieves from filing fraudulent tax returns and collecting refunds.

PORT EMPLOYEES.  The RCW 42.56.590 notification is the minimum that is required by the law. However, if your port 
system is hacker and employee personal information is stolen you may want to consider an all employee meeting 
to explain all the appropriate steps, including the report to a credit bureau.

POLICE REPORTS.  In the past, a police report was a prerequisite to insurance claims.  However, some insurance policies 
no longer require a police report to trigger coverage. Frankly, a local police department or sheriff’s department is 
probably unable to offer much help. Nevertheless, ports are public agencies that should operate with some amount 
of transparency. 

As always, please contact your port counsel with any questions regarding this topic.   And, if you have a particular 
question for a Knowing the Waters please e-mail me at fchmelik@chmelik.com.
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