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AND THE WINNER IS... 
WPPA LAUNCHES ANNUAL COMPASS AWARDS 

A well-balanced community outreach 
program identifies a variety of target 
audiences, with an eye on the next 
generation advocates for the ports. 

SPOTLIGHT

CREATING CURRICULUM AT THE 
PORT OF GRAYS HARBOR 

During last week’s 2018 Spring Meeting, you may have noticed a few well-known 
legislators in the audience, notably, Senator Dean Takko (D-Longview) and Senator 
Judy Warnick (R-Moses Lake). These two were the first recipients of WPPA’s newly 
launched Compass Awards, a way for the port community to recognize legislators 
that provide guidance and leadership in government on issues that affect ports. 

The two legislators selected have been strong advocates for ports for years. 

In just the past legislative session, Senator Takko sponsored both public works bills 
(bid limits and unit-price contracting) and a tourism marketing bill, both of which 
passed into law. He serves as Chair of the Local Government Committee, Vice-
Chair of the Economic Development & International Trade Committee and on the 
Transportation Committee. 

Senator Warnick is a pillar for rural economic development, ensuring we continue 
to grow our economy in Washington state in a thoughtul way.  Senator Warnick 
serves as a ranking member of the Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks 
Committee, and on the Ways & Means Committee. 

We selected the term “Compass Award” to reflect the direction and guidance 
legislators provide when considering the long-term economic and social impacts of 
key pieces of legislation on ports, selecting both a Democrat and Republican. 

 The award provides additional insight to legislators on the wide audience the 
Washington Public Ports Association is comprised of, giving a visual component 
to the audience their work effects. In addition, the Compass Awards provide an 
additional touchpoint with legislators following the end of the session, often 
continuing conversations regarding ongoing issues. 

Thank you to these leaders for their consistent support.  

The Port of Grays Harbor is in their seventh 
year of producing a month-long curriculum 
program; started as a Centennial year 
project (1911-2011) culminating in a tour of 
the port for fourth-grade students. 

In addition to providing students a full 
understanding of the port functions, 
marine terminals and industrial properties, 
students have a first-hand experience at 
the port, complete with introductions to 
port staffers and maps, quizzes and prizes.  

Students learn about port customers, the 
goods they grow and produce for markets 
throughout the world, connecting Grays 
Harbor a concrete example of how trade 
and transportation directly affects the well-
being of their community and the goods 
they use on a personal level. 

This personal experience and connection 
provides an unfiltered look at the impact 
ports have, and makes a difference in the 
future voter base as well. 

Starting a local curriculum outreach is 
a scalable project -- starting small or 
partnering with key community foundations 
to underwrite costs are options, as is 
beginning as a field trip destination. 

Questions? Reach out for examples, 
templates and advice, at washington.
ports@washingtonports.org.

Need Access to the New WPPA Website Members’ Section? 

Port, Associate Members & Lifetime Members have access to the Members section, where past 

presentations, event registration and port-specific resources and templates can be found. 

Your password is: ports2018 

Left to Right: Sen. Dean Takko (D-Longview), WPPA Executive Director Eric Johnson, Sen. Judy Warnick (R-Moses Lake)
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Harbor Operations 
Supervisor
Shilshole Bay Marina,       
Port of Seattle

Accounting Assistant
Port of Chelan County

Maintenance Manager
Port of Poulsbo

Marine Terminal 
Administrator
Port of Kalama  

Marina Facilities 
Supervisor
Port of Skagit 

Assistant Airport 
Manager
Port of Friday Harbor

If you would like information on any of these positions, visit:

washingtonports.org/employment-opportunities

Airport Operations 
Development Manager
Port of Seattle 

Events & Marketing 
Coordinator
Port of Anacortes 

Technician I, Accounting 
Port of Tacoma 

Business Development 
Manager I or II
Northwest Seaport Alliance 

Executive Director 
West Plains / Airport Area Public 
Development Authority 

Every once in a while I get a reminder 
of how important it is to listen. That 
reminder was driven home to me 
last Tuesday, when I pulled off the 
freeway to have lunch on my way to 
our Spring Meeting in Vancouver. 

My lunch destination was the new 
McMenamin’s Kalama Harbor Hotel 
& Restaurant, which is an extremely 
neat place. Coupled with the port’s 

museum and interpretive center next door, a quiet spot on 
the Columbia River once noted only for some totem poles 
has become a popular tourist destination for the region. 
It might be the most popular spot in Cowlitz County 
(although that probably isn’t saying much).

Why was I thinking about the importance of listening while 
having lunch there? Because the new hotel and restaurant 
is a tenant of the port, and neither it nor the museum next 
door would be there if not for the port. However, about 
eleven years ago, no port clearly had the authority to help 
build this type of place. 

This is where the listening part comes in. Some ports 
wanted the legal authority to get more engaged in tourism. 

“Tourism?” I scoffed. “Who wants to get entangled in that?” 
At which point, I was thrown a curve ball. Some of the 

FASTBALLS, CURVE BALLS AND CHANGE-UPS

biggest backers of gaining this new authority were industrial, 
blue-collar ports like Kalama. 

They saw an opportunity to mix their traditional role of 
building and leasing infrastructure with a softer community-
enhancement role. Other “industrial” ports like Everett had 
similar opinions. 

We got broad new tourism authority put into port law that 
year – while I grumbled most of the way, admittedly. It ended 
up being a tough sell for some legislators who weren’t sure 
our already powerful tools should be turned in this direction. 

In the eleven years since, I have been pleased to watch a 
number of communities use this authority in ways that 
enhance their town and also create jobs that otherwise 
would not be there. 

And these are not all low-paying service jobs, either. There 
are maintenance workers, marketing staff and chefs that 
now have an opportunity to either work in their hometown, 
or return and enjoy the lower cost of living in a smaller 
town. Enticing regional visitors to stop and shop locally is 
a legitimate part of a sophisticated economic development 
strategy. 

So, as I strolled around this new tourist destination last week, 
I smiled to myself and thought of how important it is to listen. 
Someone else’s idea might end up being a home run. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Finance & Administration 
Seminar
June 13-15, 2018 

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth

Registration Open

Director’s Seminar 
July 12-13, 2018

McMenamins Harbor Lodge, 
Kalama

Registration Open 

Commissioners Seminar  
July 22-24, 2018 

Suncadia Resort, Cle Elum

Fall Enivronmental 
Meeting 
September 27-28, 2018

Skamania Lodge, Stevenson

 

Small Ports Seminar 
October 18-19, 2018  

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth

Annual Meeting
December 5-7, 2018 

Hyatt Regency Bellevue

http://washingtonports.org/washington-ports/employment-opportunities

