
With a record-setting turnout for midterm elections, and high energy surrounding both 
national and regional races, the results contained both anticipated changes as well as a 
few surprises. With an exceptionally high number of nearly four million voters, the state 
turnout was at just over 69%.

On the national level, Senator Maria Cantwell retains her seat, with Washington state 
sending seven Democrats and three Republicans to the House. This represents a gain 
of one seat for the Democrats in district 8, where Kim Schrier picked up the seat vacated 
by retiring Republican Rep. Dave Reichert. 

In the State Senate, out of 25 races, we saw 13 Democrat wins and 7 Republican wins, 
with Democrats picking up two -- potentially three -- seats. Two races have yet to be 
called. In the 26th District (Pierce) Emily Randall (D) leads Marty McClendon (R) by 12 
votes. In the 42nd District (Whatcom County) just 72 votes separate incumbent Doug 
Ericksen (R) from challenger Pinky Vargas (D)... with 34 votes left to be counted. To 
note, this used to be considered a safe Republican seat, representing just one of the 
surprising turns in this midterm election. 

In the State House, we saw 54 Democrat wins and 33 Republican wins in the State 
House of Representatives.  Democrats picked up at least six seats and could be up to 
eight -- with  final counts still pending for 11 seats - currently, three Democrats lead, and 
eight Republicans lead in their respective races. 

Initiative 1631, the carbon fee, failed spectacularly –only three counties (King, Jefferson 
and San Juan) passed the measure. This is welcome news for transportation interests. 

Heading into the session, we’re up against a $1.5 billion dollar hole in budget. From 
the Office of Financial Managment, coming into January, the state is currently $400M 
underwater with the current budget. In addition, two potential  impacts will be of note. 

The first is a significant case on mental health. The state was sued due to those jailed 
instead of treated in mental health treatment facilities. To come into compliance, it is 
anticipated the state will build mental health facilities throughout the state, with an 
estimated cost of approximately $300M.  

The second is based  in education (the McCleary fix), regarding including teachers 
and education employees into one pool for health care. This is turning out to be more 
expensive than anticipated, with an approximate cost of $800-900M. 

All together, this represents a deficit of $1.5B. If you have capital budget appropriations 
you’re waiting on, state agencies have made their capital budget requests, to the tune 
of $6B -- we’re likely to see this whittled down to $3B by the governor’s office. 

To note, we’ll be discussing election results and their impact further at the WPPA 
Annual Meeting with a panel moderated by Troy Stariha, WPPA President, along with 
Todd Myers, Environmental Director at the Washington Policy Center, and Christian 
Sinderman of Northwest Passage Consulting. The WPPA Annual Meeting will take 
place from December 5-7, 2018 at the Hyatt Regency in Bellevue. To register, visit www.
washingtonports.org. 
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METHANOL PLANT RELEASED 
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The Port of Kalama released their Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(Draft Supplemental EIS) for the proposed 
Kalama Manufacturing and Marine Export 
Facility for public review and comment. Open 
now through December 28, 2018, a public 
hearing will also be held. 

The proposed project would see NW Innovation 
Works develop and operate a natural gas-to-
methanol production plant and storage facilities 
within the Port of Kalama, for the manufacturing 
and shipment of methanol to global markets, 
primarily in Asia. Natural gas will be delivered 
to the methanol plant via a proposed new 
transmission pipeline lateral. Northwest 
Pipeline GP would extend  its existing pipeline 
three miles through unincorporated Cowlitz 
County and the City of Kalama, with Methanol 
transferred by pipeline across Port property to a 
new dock at the deep draft marine terminal on 
the Columbia River.

The Supplemental EIS includes a life-cycle 
analysis covering several sources of sgreenhouse 
gas emissions: project construction; direct 
emissions; purchased power; from natural gas 
production, collection and processing; shipping 
to an Asian port; and emissions from industry 
changes and markets.

The Draft Supplemental EIS finds that there are 
no unavoidable significant adverse impacts due 
to GHG emissions.  The Statement is available 
for viewing and downloading at https://
kalamamfgfacilitysepa.com. 

LEONARD BARNES RE-APPOINTED 
AS PORT PRESENCE ON FMSIB

WPPA extends our congratulations and 
appreciation to Leonard Barnes, Deputy 
Director, Port of Grays Harbor, on his re-
appointment as port representative on the 
Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Multimodal Freight 
Systems Planner
Washington State 
Department of 
Transportation 

Facilties and Property 
Development Manager
Port of Chelan County 

Maintenance III
Port of Camas Washougal 

Executive Director 
Port of Olympia

Economic Development 
Specialist
Port of Bellingham 

Senior Marine 
Marketing Manager
Port of Seattle 

Deputy General 
Manager
Port of Cascade Locks 

Cyber Information 
Security Manager
Port of Long Beach

Senior Contract 
Administrator
Port of Olympia

If you would like information on any of these positions, visit: 
washingtonports.org/employment-opportunities

Senior Manager of 
Maintenance & Facilities
Port of Astoria 

Burbank Maintenance Lead
Port of Walla Walla

Airport Facilities & 
Maintenance Technician
Port of Olympia

Property Manager
Port of Olympia

Accountant III - Investments 
/ GL 
Port of Seattle 

General Counsel and Chief 
Compliance Officer 
Port of Seattle 

Human Resources Manager 
Port of Tacoma 

Contracts & Procurement 
Specialist
Port of Tacoma 

Of the fifty states in our nation, only 
one – Nebraska – has a unicameral 
legislature. All of the other 49 have 
an upper chamber and a lower 
chamber. So, here is your quiz: after 
last week’s election, how many 
of the 29 state legislatures will 
have one chamber controlled by 
Democrats and the other controlled 
by Republicans? 

Are you ready for the answer? One. 

You read that correctly. Come January, every state 
legislature in the country will be controlled completely 
by one party, except for Minnesota. (Maybe we 
Scandinavians have a hard time making up our 
minds…) According to the New York Times, this has 
not happened in the United States since 1904. 

I do not like this. I have been around our legislature 
for a long time, and I think it is probably broadly 
reflective of state legislatures generally. I can tell you 
plainly that we tend to get better government when 
we have two-party control. Of course, sometimes that 
leads to gridlock, and we did see it here three years 
ago. But Americans are supposed to have a genius 
for compromise, and we tend to see a lot less of it 
under one-party control. 

The story of elections in our state was Democrats 
winning in the suburbs. Republicans are now extinct 
in King County – there is not a single King County 
Republican in the legislature. The moderate districts 
tend to be the ones that change parties during a 
wave. Port issues tend to be advanced by moderate 

FASTBALLS, CURVE BALLS AND CHANGE-UPS

legislators, so we are hoping that our interests will 
appeal to this new class of elected leaders. 

State legislatures used to be called the laboratories of 
democracy. If the things we are making in these labs 
require compromise, I am afraid we might not see much 
in the way of results for a while. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

CLE Seminar 
December 4, 2018  

Hyatt Regency Bellevue

Annual Meeting

December 5-7, 2018

Hyatt Regency Bellevue 

Port Day

January 29, 2019

Olympia, WA 

Spring Meeting 2019

May 15-17, 2019

Davenport Hotel, Spokane

Finance & Administration 
Seminar 2019

June 12-14, 2019

Alderbrook Inn, Union

2019 Directors Seminar

July 11-12, 2019

Skamania Lodge, Stevenson

http://washingtonports.org/washington-ports/employment-opportunities

