
Ranking as the #1 U.S. West Coast cruise port, the Port of Seattle wrapped the 2018 
cruise season on October 10, welcoming 215 Vessel calls from eleven ships over seven 
months, bringing in approximately 1,100,468 passengers to Pier 66 and Pier 91. This 
represents a tremendous amount of growth from the birth of the Seattle cruise industry 
in 1999, with six vessel calls and 6,615 annual passengers. 

In 2017, the Port of Seattle, in conjunction with Norwegian Cruise Lines, spent $30 
million to upgrade the Bell Street Cruise Terminal at Pier 66 and allow cruise “mega 
ships” to dock in Seattle as a port of call. 

In 2018, the port welcomed the first mega ship, the Norwegian Bliss, the largest 
passenger cruise ship to visit the west coast — 1,082 feet long and capable of carrying 
4,004 passengers. The Bliss carried nearly 77,000 guests over 17 voyages in its first 
summer of seven-day cruises from Seattle to Ketchikan, Skagway and Juneau in Alaska 
as well as to Victoria, British Colombia. 

In line with the successful 2018 season, two new mega cruise ships will visit Seattle in 
2019 — in addition to the return of the Norwegian Bliss, the Norwegian Joy will join in 
April 2019. The Bliss and Joy will both be sailing from Seattle on May 5, 2019. Larger 
still, Royal Caribbean’s Ovation of the Seas, complete with robot bartenders, will also 
call on Seattle in 2019.

The newly renovated cruise ship terminal at Pier 66 will handle the extra passengers. 
“The contributions of these ships to the local economy, with all the supplies they 
purchase here in the Puget Sound, is very important,” Metruck said.

Every time a homeport ship docks in Seattle, it triggers an estimated $2.7 million 
regional economic impact,with regional purchases ranging from fresh produce to wine 
and piano tuning services. In addition, the cruise industry supports 4,029 jobs in the 
local economy, and generates $18.9 million in annual state and local taxes, along with 
approximately $501 million in annual business revenue.

Currently, homeport cruise lines at the Port of Seattle include: Carnival, Celebrity 
Cruises, RoyalCaribbean, Holland America Line, Seabourn, Princess Cruises, Norwegian 
Cruise Line, Oceania Cruises and Crystal Cruises. 
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2018 CRUISE SEASON SETS NEW RECORDS AT 
PORT OF SEATTLE 

Congratulations are due to 
Diahann Howard, Director 
of Economic Development 
and Government Relations 
at the Port of Benton, on 
her recent appointment to 
serve on the  Environmental 
Management Advisory 
Board (EMAB) for the U.S. 
Department of Energy. 

SPOTLIGHT

PORT OF BENTON’S DIAHANN 
HOWARD APPOINTED AS 
MEMBER OF US DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT ADVISORY 
BOARD
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REMINDER: SMALL PORTS 
SEMINAR THIS WEEK 

The annual Small Ports Seminar takes place 
this week at the Enzian Inn in Leavenworth, 
WA from October 18-19, 2019. 

Appointed by Secretary of Energy Rick 
Perry, Howard was selected for her ability to 
provide advice on strategic planning and 
government affairs, as well as issues facing 
the Environmental Management program 
- from project management and oversight 
activities, program performance to contracts 
and acquisition strategies. 

On the appointment, Howard says “this is a 
signal to our community and state that the 
transition from Hanford is occurring, and now 
is the time to make the commitment to follow 
through on cleanup efforts, remove waste and 
continue on to new missions.” 

Regarding the federal appointment’s particular 
application to the port world, Howard notes 
that the original intent as the Port of Benton 
was formed was to provide for a post-Hanford 
economy, and in this way, she is able to provide 
perspective on the long-term benefits for the 
state of Washington and the port community.



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Port Counsel
Port of Port Angeles 

Executive Director 
Port of Olympia

Economic Development 
Specialist
Port of Bellingham 

Senior Marine 
Marketing Manager
Port of Seattle 

Deputy General 
Manager
Port of Cascade Locks 

Cyber Information 
Security Manager
Port of Long Beach

Senior Contract 
Administrator
Port of Olympia

If you would like information on any of these positions, visit: 
washingtonports.org/employment-opportunities

Senior Manager of 
Maintenance & Facilities
Port of Astoria 

Burbank Maintenance Lead
Port of Walla Walla

Airport Facilities & 
Maintenance Technician
Port of Olympia

Property Manager
Port of Olympia

Accountant III - Investments 
/ GL 
Port of Seattle 

General Counsel and Chief 
Compliance Officer 
Port of Seattle 

Human Resources Manager 
Port of Tacoma 

Contracts & Procurement 
Specialist
Port of Tacoma 

This week the Governor’s Orca 
whale recovery task force holds its 
final meeting for Phase I of its efforts. 
This is where recommendations 
are narrowed down, and I hope, 
focused on things we can do in the 
near-term that will help. I want to 
extend another thank you to Port 
of Anacortes Commissioner Kathy 
Pittis, who has represented you all 

very well during this often-chaotic process. 

I want to use this event to mention something 
positive. Sometimes it can seem all of our comments 
on this issue are defensive: don’t do this, or don’t do 
that. But our public ports have actually been doing a 
number of things that contribute to whale recovery, 
and we can do even more. 

Waterfront ports have been cleaning up contaminated 
sediments for years. In fact, we have been leaders 
on harbor cleanups for as long as I have been here. 
These actions are terribly slow and expensive – but if 
the state will partner with us, we can make additional 
meaningful differences in the right places where it 
can matter.  

I’ll continue by pointing out that ports have also 
been leaders in restoring and creating habitats for 
fish, both in harbors and along rivers for many years. 
In Vancouver, Bellingham, Tacoma and Seattle – plus 
many additional smaller places, the port has created 
as much habitat as any other entity, and often, more. 

Almost half the marina slips in Washington are at 
port marinas. Most port marinas help out with boater 

FASTBALLS, CURVE BALLS AND CHANGE-UPS

education on spills, whale-watching and other things. 
This is an area where we can organize and do an even 
better job. Vessel noise is trickier, but we also support 
an effort in the Straits to shift cargo vessel transits a bit 
south to minimize the noise in feeding areas. 

When you add in our stormwater cleanup efforts, we 
have a pretty impressive list of things we have been 
doing, and can increase in many places. We need to 
tell this story, and increase our efforts as an example of 
doing our part for Orca recovery. 

I’ll close by saying that it is baseball playoff season. 
I’m rooting for the Brewers, since they are the small 
market team, and also spent the first year (1969) of their 
existence as the Seattle Pilots. Then, Bud Selig stole 
them – not that I’m still bitter, or anything. My forty-
seven years of latent bitterness can be soothed by 
trying to develop positive messages like those above. 
That’s the best segue I’ve got for baseball and Killer 
Whales.  

UPCOMING EVENTS

Small Ports Seminar 
October 18-19, 2018  

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth

CLE Seminar 
December 4, 2018  

Hyatt Bellevue

Annual Meeting

December 5-7, 2018

Hyatt Bellevue 

Port Day

January 29, 2019

Olympia, WA 

Spring Meeting 2019

May 15-17, 2019

Davenport Hotel, Spokane

Finance & Administration 
Seminar 2019

June 12-14, 2019

Alderbrook Inn, Union

2019 Directors Seminar

July 11-12, 2019

Skamania Lodge, Stevenson


