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Record cargo shipments generate jobs at the Port 
of Grays Harbor marine terminals 

 
Aberdeen, WA – Road, rail and deep-water access helped make 2018 a record setting year for the 

Port of Grays Harbor and its customers.  At the Tuesday, January 8th Commission meeting, Deputy 

Executive Director Leonard Barnes reported that 125 ships and barges called the Port’s deep-water 

terminals, with nearly 3 million metric tons of cargo handled, setting a new record for tonnage in the 

Port’s 107-year history.    
 

American grown agricultural (ag) products led volumes with nearly 2.2 million metric tons exported 

through Terminal 2, home of AGP’s Storage and Export Facility.  Directly related, a record 56 vessels 

called Terminal 2 to carry the record amount of product to Pacific Rim markets.  And in May 2018, the 

facility set a record for product through-put handling more than 254,000 metric tons that month.   
 

Liquid bulk customers REG Grays Harbor and Contanda also saw record amounts of product moving 

domestically, setting yet another record for the amount of liquid bulk cargo transported.   

Automobiles, over-high and over-wide equipment, and logs handled at Terminal 4 rounded out the 

mix of record-setting cargo handled.  “The diversity of our cargo base results in steady conditions for 

our workforce and service providers,” reported Mr. Barnes.  
 

The busy and diverse shipping activity resulted in a strong employment year for local longshore 

workers and trade related workers.  Longshore hours worked topped 157,000 hours, a 10% increase 

over 2017.  "It’s always exciting to hear the final activity numbers for the year because we know they 

directly translate into jobs for our local longshore workers,” shared Port Commission President Stan 
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Pinnick.  "Our partners have done an outstanding job bringing business and employment to Grays 

Harbor and our local longshore workforce does a great job of handling and moving the cargo 

efficiently.  The employment impacts do not stop at our docks; we also see an increase in work for 

our tug operators, rail workers, truck drivers and industrial service vendors.  Increasing trade volumes 

are a major driver of our local economy."  
 

While 2018 was a record setting year, opportunities for growth in 2019 look promising.  “As our 

partners grow, so does Grays Harbor’s trade volumes.  The Commissioners and staff look forward to 

the opening of AGP’s new processing facility in Aberdeen, South Dakota opening up later this year,” 

shared Executive Director Gary Nelson.  “We also welcome the possibility of further expanding the 

diversity of cargoes we handle here at the Port of Grays Harbor with a potential new project and 

investment at Terminal 3.”   

 

Founded in 1911, the Port of Grays Harbor is one of Washington State’s oldest port districts and 

Washington’s only deep-water port located directly on the Pacific Ocean.  The Port of Grays Harbor 

operates 4 deep-water marine terminals, the Westport Marina, Bowerman Airport, Grays Harbor ship 

assist services, numerous public waterfront access facilities, in addition to industrial and business 

parks throughout the County.   Strategically located midway between Seattle and Portland and only 1 

½ hours from open sea, the Port of Grays Harbor provides businesses a diverse portfolio of facilities. 

More information on the Port of Grays Harbor’s facilities and operations is available at 

portofgraysharbor.com. 

  

  

A record amount of cargo was handled at the Port of Grays Harbor in 2018.  The majority of which, was export ag products 
from AGP’s Storage & Export Facility at Terminal 2 (pictured right).   
 


