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PROJECT PLANNING

NRDA –  A Natural Resources Damage Assessment is conducted to determine extent and type of natural resource damages.  Compensation is negotiated 
with natural resource Trustees.  NRDA is typically triggered by a CERCLA obligation.

Project NEPA – The National Environmental Policy  Act 
requires that environmental consequences be taken into 
consideration during project planning and design.

Programmatic SEPA – The State Environmental Policy Act 
requires that environmental consequences be taken into
consideration during comprehensive planning.

             Dredging Coordination – The Dredged Material
Management Program, including representation from both federal and state
agencies, administers an open-water disposal program, using various
regional programs and Sediment Management Standards to issue disposal 
approvals.

PROGRAMMATIC PLANNING DESIGN/PERMITTING CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS
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Programmatic NEPA – The National Environmental
Policy  Act requires that environmental consequences be taken 
into consideration during comprehensive planning.

GMA – The Growth Management Act is a statewide planning 
framework requiring many local governments to develop comprehensive
plans for managing growth and natural resources.

WMA – The Watershed Management Act is a statewide 
framework for addressing water resources issues on a
watershed-wide basis.

SMA – The Shoreline Management Act is a statewide planning 
policy designed to ensure the protection of water quality and the 
environment during planning of development along the state's 
shorelines.

GMA: Local Comprehensive Planning – Some cities and
counties develop and adopt Comprehensive Plans that identify how,
where, and when growth is to be directed.

GMA: Critical Areas Ordinances – Local comprehensive plans 
must designate critical areas such as wetlands, aquifers, and fish and 
wildlife habitat areas.

GMA: Zoning Consistency Review – Local jurisdictions must 
review and approve projects for consistency with local land use plans.

SMA: SMPs – The Shoreline Management Act requires local 
jurisdictions to adopt a Shoreline Master Program providing policy 
and regulation addressing shoreline use and protection as well as a 
permit system for administering the program.

Port Comprehensive Planning – This planning framework 
requires public and local review of port development plans and 
identification of mitigation for adverse environmental impacts.  Port 
plans must be consistent with city and county comprehensive plans 
and SMPs.

Shoreline Substantial Development/Conditional Use
Permit – Under the local Shoreline Master Program, these permits may
be required for projects that fall within the designated shoreline boundary.

ESA: 4(d) Rules – The Federal Services pre-approve specific
plans or activities that limit impacts on threatened species.  Projects
meeting these criteria can avoid individual project review under ESA.

DNR Permit to Utilize Open Water Disposal Site – State 
Department of Natural Resources administers the permit program for 
dredged material disposal at designated open-water disposal sites.

           HPA – State Department of Fish & Wildlife administers
the Hydraulic Project Approval program to ensure that impacts
to fish habitat due to work below the “ordinary high water line”
are either minimized or mitigated.

Compliance with Permit and Approval Conditions

Port Tenant Audits – Ports may conduct operational audits of 
tenants on their properties, to ensure that tenants are complying with all 
federal, state, and local regulations.

PMA  Port Management Agreements allow port districts to manage 
certain state-owned aquatic lands and improvements.  The port must 
comply with all applicable federal and state regulatory programs.

–

Compliance with Permit and Approval Conditions

RCRA – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency administers the 
Resource, Conservation and Recovery Act program, regulating the 
generation, transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal of 
hazardous waste from active facilities.

Compliance with Permit and Approval Conditions

MTCA – The Model Toxics Control Act, administered by the State Department of Ecology, regulates cleanup of contaminated soil, groundwater, surface 
water, and sediments.

CERCLA –  The Superfund) program, administered by  USEPA, regulates the 
cleanup of contaminated soil, groundwater, surface water, sediments, and structures at closed facilities and abandoned hazardous waste sites.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and  Liability Act (

Construction and Building Permits – Each local jurisdiction 
administers permit programs to ensure compliance with local 
regulations regarding construction activities and building codes.
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           CWA/CZMA: 401 WQC/CZC – State Department of 
Ecology administers a portion of the Clean Water Act through their 
401 Water Quality Certification program.  A Coastal Zone Consistency 
Determination is also required for work done in designated coastal 
areas.
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              ESA: Biological Evaluation/Assessment – The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife and National Marine Fisheries Services conduct reviews and
provide concurrence regarding Endangered Species Act Compliance.

             CWA: 404/10 Permit – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
administers a portion of the Clean Water Act through this permit program, 
applicable to work conducted in waters or wetlands.
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Critical Areas Ordinances – Project design and construction must
be in compliance with local Critical Areas Ordinances.

Stormwater Management – Local governments often write ordinances that govern stormwater management - such as clearing, grading, and use of best management practices.
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JARPA

Legend

Public Involvement 
Required

Public Appeal
Periods Apply

These permit and review programs are coordinated
through the Joint Aquatic Resources Permit
Application process, coordinated by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

CWA: 303(d) List/TMDLs – State Department of Ecology 
administers a portion of the Clean Water Act through their 
303(d) Listing program.  This program requires listing of water 
quality-impaired or threatened waterbodies, and development of 
Total Maximum Daily Loads for each listed parameter.
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Tribal Treaty Rights and Issues  Federal agencies and programs have a responsibility to manage natural resources in a manner that reflects Federal trust obligations towards Indian tribes, respects tribal rights,
 acknowledges the treaty obligations of the US towards tribes, uses the government-to-government relationship in dealing with tribes, and protects natural resources that the Federal government holds in trust for tribes.
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State Dangerous Waste Regulations – These regulations 
govern the generation and handling of most toxic materials, and require 
tracking of toxics as well as spill reporting.

CWA: NPDES AND SWPPP – State Department of Ecology administers a portion of the Clean Water Act through the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit program for industrial facilities and construction 
discharges; includes the implementation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.

Project SEPA – The State Environmental Policy  Act requires
that environmental consequences be taken into consideration during
project planning and design.
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