Roza Irrigation
District Overview

® 72,000 irrigated acres over 95 miles w/ 450 miles of
canals.

® Total crop value of $1.5 billion +/- on mostly 2" and
3 generation family farms.

® 300+ miles of canals piped since 1983

® $85M+ in water conservation ($50M+ Roza funded) IRRIGATION DISTRICT

A

® $4.1Mdrought fund (now drained!)
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Yakima River Basin Water Rights

Senior Proratable Junior No
Water Rights Water Rights Water Rights Water Rights
May 9, 1905 or earlier May 10, 1905 priority May 11, 1905 or later Surface water use

priority date date priority date without a water right is

Receives full water right. Water allocation may be Receives no water once uniawful
cut depending on rationing occurs.
supply.
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- Roza and KRD are 100% Proratable Water after April 1









Yakima River Basin Water Rights

Roza and KRD are 100% Proratable Water after April 1
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2024.. An Unusual Irrigation Season...

——

v'10 Day System Shutdown in May...Zero Water!

v By June 15t as peak demand approaches most of the
things we can do during the season have been done!

v'Water supply forecasts have ranged from 72% in March to
47% in late June.

v’ There are significant hardships, and some effects won’t
be seen for months.
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On-Farm Drought Management in 2024

‘/Post-harvest fallowing of some crops

‘/Pooling of water between farms within the District
‘/Prioritization of the most valuable crops
‘/Leasing unused water from other water users

‘/Emergency well permits (90% are in Roza)
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zoz~| EXample Roza Farm - Drought Management
L= Apples ® Emergency drought well
Pond ) ;
\-- —_ {Truét htaveddnp: Syste.ms & ultra Uses less water, often varietal change
elficient under free microspray over or narrower row spacing
g; < < AN AN systems) Ve \
S Apples // New % Hobs <
o Older variety, may be removed Planting p N ew
- ¥, may / (Drip irrigated &
—— during drought ~N " (No revenue) use 1.25 af Hop
_.U_J' (eg. Red Delicious, Gala and - ¥ water used in when fallowed) Pla ntl N
@© water moved) N first 2 years g
=3 \NNSNRRRRRRSN 1IINIPIDNY, ~ .
© Emergency —— TN / 4
N Drought Well {Pond ) Under used water can | Pond ) Forage CrOpS
@) —__ be moved to higher ~ = ¢
Y Cherries value crops Or Pasture
—— .
E May go unwatered after harvest in (Can be fallowed during
- late May/June with remaining . drought years & water moved
5 water moved to other crops Wi ne G rapes to other crops)
I / /]
(Drip irrigated)
g P Uses less than 3 the water that tree fruits do,
el V4 water can be moved to highest value crops
m L]
- Blue Berries
C—— (Drip irrigated)
U‘_) No revenue first two years, Fa l IOW 4
qﬂ_J full production @ 8 years (No revenue, 0 N ew
2 & $ 50,000/ac to plant 2 yr old bushes incurs weed control . /
@© costs, irrigation / Pla n’[lng
o assessment, & taxes) (No revenue)
— e e Water can be moved to Uses less than %
other crops water

27 November 2023
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Drought prep at
Roza NEVER
stops'!

Since the 2015 Drought:

v Piped 70+ miles of canals ($19M Roza funds)

v" New re-regulation reservoir on-line in 2017
($31M)

v' $1M+ in sealant applied to concrete lined canal
sections

v’ 7,000 acres of drip irrigation conversions
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[a Nina brewmg???...2025 might be worse...

v'Water leases

v'Cloud seeding

v'Piping 5 miles of canals

v'Relentless planning to optimize operations during shortages
v'Don’t forget fish and wildlife impacts

v'Emptied Roza’s $4.1M drought fund!

Roza acted early!!
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