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February Updates at WPPA 
February started with a bang, as ports descended on Olympia for Ports and Maritime Day 2023. Thanks to all who were 
able to join; we were glad to welcome so many friendly faces to the Capitol! Our Legislative Roundup section features 
more detail on the highlights of another great port advocacy event. 
 
Even throughout the frantic legislative days, normal business at WPPA continues, and this month that includes progress 
in our search for a full complement of staff. The posting for our Senior Director of Environmental Policy is now closed. 
Interviews began this past week, with an eye toward identifying a final candidate by the end of the month. Big thanks 
to those who have volunteered their time to serve on our interview panel, including Sean Eagan and Rob Healy, Port of 
Tacoma; Adam LeMieux, Port of Everett; Jennie Dickinson, Port of Columbia; Patty Boyden, Port of Vancouver; Lisa 
Parks, Port of Olympia; Tabitha Reeder, Port of Kalama; and Eric ffitch and Chris Herman, WPPA. 
 
With new help on the horizon, we also want to take a moment to reflect on some of the best help this Association has 
received in recent memory. Friday, January 27, was Patsy Martin’s last day serving as our Interim Executive Director. 
WPPA is grateful to Patsy for her selfless dedication to our organization, and she will be sincerely missed. We can only 
hope she is at the top of some snowy peak and not reading this week’s Manifest! 

Spotlight: Port of Columbia approves Dayton Community Broadband Project 
The Port of Columbia recently approved a $2 million bid to work with Zero dB Communications on a community 
broadband project to provide reliable, high-speed internet service to residents in and around the City of Dayton. This 
project builds on collective, statewide efforts to fund increased broadband infrastructure in Washington, and later 
phases of the project are slated to extend service to residents throughout Columbia County. Broadband is a hot topic 
for many counties in Washington—fast, reliable internet is essential for communities to survive in the modern world, 
but private investment in broadband infrastructure for less populous areas has been inadequate to support this 
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growing need. To address this deficit, the Port of Columbia has kickstarted a public-private partnership with local 
internet service providers (ISPs), in which the port will provide public infrastructure that the ISPs will lease to provide 
high-speed internet service to the community. Revenue from these leases will be used to maintain the public 
infrastructure. 
 
This work began in earnest with a feasibility study funded by Washington State’s Community Economic Revitalization 
Board (CERB), which was completed in February 2020 and found that an open access broadband system would work 
well in this area. The port received another CERB grant to begin construction early this year, with $500,000 in matching 
funds from the Sherwood Trust ($20,000), Warren Community Fund ($15,000) the Dayton Columbia County Fund 
($13,500), City of Dayton ($335,000), Columbia County ($90,000) and the port’s capital budget ($26,500). To cover 
rising costs in the interim between initial budgeting and projected completion, the port obtained an additional 
$808,000 from the Washington State Broadband Office. 

 
Once Phase I of this work is complete, Phase II, already funded with $165 million from the Washington State Public 

Works Board, will extend service along Highway 12 into the Touchet Valley. This will provide high-speed internet 

service to 50 premises, including farms, homes, a cell tower, and a state park. Phase III includes the development of a 

plan to provide reliable, high-speed internet service to everyone in the Columbia County. 

Foundations for Phase III have been laid by the cooperative efforts of the Washington State Broadband Office, 

Washington State University Extension, and Petrichor Broadband, a consortium of Washington port districts that 

provides consulting support and legislative advocacy for publicly owned, open access broadband infrastructure across 

the state. Like many other public entities in Washington, the Port of Columbia, the City of Dayton, and Columbia 

County are working with the support of these organizations to develop a plan to provide internet to all their rural 

residents. Doing so would not only provide households and businesses with the reliable, high-speed internet they need 

 

Phase I of the project will provide service to premises within the City of Dayton and portions of the  
urban growth area (UGA) and incorporated Columbia County adjacent to the city. 
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to keep pace with today’s world, it can also help attract younger residents, provide improved educational opportunities 

to children and adults, increase economic opportunity for the region, and allow for telemedicine and at-home 

monitoring for the elderly and those with chronic health conditions.  

 

Despite the challenges of bringing broadband to a rural area defined by hills, valleys, rivers, and trees, the Port of 

Columbia and its community are determined to provide this essential service to all its residents, no matter where in the 

county they call home. To that end, the port is working with its Broadband Action Team (BAT) to identify needs, 

barriers, and potential solutions for each phase of the project. Current BAT members bring valuable perspectives, 

representing local government, healthcare, education, and public libraries, which are often an important resource for 

people without reliable internet access. The BAT meets every two weeks and is actively recruiting more members, 

seeking representation from farmers, veterans, social services, and emergency management, with new members 

joining from the tech sector and a local ISP. Likening the statewide push for rural broadband to the rural electrification 

movement in the 1940s, the Port of Columbia’s Executive Director, Jennie Dickinson shared her passion for connecting 

residents in rural Washington to reliable, high-speed internet service: 

 

Phase II of the project will extend service approximately six miles west along Highway 12 and across the Touchet River. 

“Our rural communities need broadband to survive into the 

future. Whether it’s attracting and retaining younger residents or 

allowing us to take care of our elder citizens in their homes, what 

we’re doing benefits a huge cross section of our population. It’s 

not often that a project benefits residents so directly.”  

The Port of Columbia community can clearly see that benefit, as evidenced by a highly successful community 

informational meeting on the broadband project held in late January. Given an overview and updates on the project 

and opportunities to ask questions and meet the contractors and ISPs, every citizen in attendance expressed their 

excitement for the coming progress. We share their excitement and look forward to following the Port of Columbia’s 

work in the months to come. 



 

WPPA Manifest, February 2023 

Legislative Spotlight 
 

Recap of Ports and Maritime Day, held February 2 in Olympia 
Ports and Maritime Day 2023 was a huge success, with strong attendance and good 
speakers, and capped off by a raucous reception. Ports gathered in the State Capitol for a 
breakfast that featured appearances from the House Transportation Chair Jake Fey, 
newly elected Representative Kevin Waters (former Port of Skamania County 
Commissioner), Chris Green from the State Department of Commerce, and Senate 
Transportation Chair Marko Liias.  
 
After breakfast concluded, port members spread across the hill to meet with their 
member offices, raising their own issues and sharing background on WPPA priorities. 
WPPA members maintain strong relationships with their legislative delegations, and that was on full display as groups 
whizzed back and forth between buildings, full of the energy that comes with in-person legislative advocacy. 
 

At lunch we were joined by our partners at the Washington Maritime 
Federation and the Washington Economic Development Association, and we 
welcomed the Senate Democratic Leader and Republican Leader who offered 
brief overviews of their caucus’s priorities for the session. Senator Matt 
Boehnke (R-8th LD) also spoke with our group and stayed for lunch with 
some of the ports in his district, demonstrating again how effective we can be 
when we develop close partnerships with our legislative leaders. 
 
 

The evening event at the Olympia Yacht Club saw a packed house with twenty-
six more legislators, Pacific Northwest seafood, and active conversations among 
ports, legislators, and our partners from the Maritime Federation. Our hope is 
that the Ports and Maritime Reception will return to being an event that 
lawmakers mark on their calendars early in session and don’t miss—we made 
lots of good momentum this year to carry into the next! 
 
There are now just two weeks of legislative meetings before the February 17 
“policy cutoff” deadline, when legislation must move beyond its original 
committee to remain eligible to advance through the process. Progress on port 
priorities continue, and port members have offered testimony on legislation relating to tax-increment financing, .09 
rural economic development funding, site readiness grants, tourism promotion, and other economic development 
issues. WPPA staff continue to solicit member testimony on issues for which the ports perspective can help make a 
compelling case to lawmakers, so please reach out to WPPA if you’d like to join a committee hearing. 

Knowing the Waters 
This month’s Knowing the Waters gives an overview of a port’s liability if a visitor is injured while on port property. It 
highlights the need for preventative measures, such as regular hazard inspections, having signage on hand for common 
issues, such as wet floors or ice, and training staff to report unsafe conditions immediately. This is particularly timely 
given the inclement weather ports can expect this time of year. It also frames the issue of liability around homeless 
encampments that may be allowed to remain on port property. Read more in this month’s Knowing the Waters. 
 

Grant Updates 
Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Grant Application due April 28 
The Maritime Administration (MARAD), part of the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT), has released 
a Notice of Funding Opportunity for the PIDP Grant Program. $662 million in funding is available for the program in 
fiscal year 2023. As with past rounds, 25% of the funding must go towards projects sponsored by small ports. 
Applications are due April 28, 2023. 

https://www.washingtonports.org/blog/2023-7-february-knowing-the-waters
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=345160


 

WPPA Manifest, February 2023 

Highlighted Events 
Potato Day, held February 21 in Olympia 
Mark your calendars, because you won’t want to miss Potato Day at 
the Washington State Capitol. Farmers and staff from the Washington 
State Potato Commission will be handing out baked potatoes with all 
the fixings, in addition to advocating for policies that support farmers 
across the state. 
 

Mid-Session Legislative Committee Lunch 
WPPA plans to host a mid-session Legislative Committee Lunch, 
tentatively set for Friday, March 10, in Olympia. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to join us! More details on where and when the lunch will be held will be circulated closer to the 
event.  
 

Upcoming Legislative Deadlines: 
• Policy Committee cutoff – Friday, February 17 

• Fiscal Committee cutoff – Friday, February 24 

• House of Origin Cutoff – Wednesday, March 8  

• Estimated end of Legislative Session – Tuesday, April 25 
 

Spring Meeting, held May 17-19 at the Historic Davenport Hotel in Spokane 
We have started planning our Spring Meeting, held this year at the 
Davenport Hotel in Spokane, and we encourage you to book your 
accommodations early! Hotel reservations can be made anytime by 
calling the Davenport Hotel at (509) 455-8888 and letting them know 
you are with the Washington Public Ports Association, or online 
using this link: WPPA group rate at Davenport Hotel. Please email 
Mandy Lill with any questions and for sponsorship inquiries. Event 
registration and agenda information will be posted eight weeks prior 
to the event  

As Arthur Sees It 
Notes from the Executive Director and his dog 

Light returning to the evening sky—and more importantly, some light to walk 
Arthur by in the morning—means I’m now five weeks into this job, and we 
have a whole month of Legislative Session behind us. WPPA is humming 
away with legislative advocacy and member engagement, hosting Ports and 
Maritime Day on February 2, and plenty of port visitors in addition to that 
advocacy day. 
 
I was happy to see some leaders from the ports of Tacoma and Everett come 
through our offices in early January, and we had ports gather this past week 
in the office in preparation for testimony on the Hill, while others arrived 
early for Port Day and came to say hello. WPPA HQ remains a great place to 
gather, so please do come visit us. 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?app=resvlink&id=1673984897040&key=GRP
mailto:mlill@washingtonports.org
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Meanwhile, the regional port meetings I mentioned in my last note have continued to serve dual aims: getting me in 
front of members, from whom I’m eager to learn; and getting me out of Olympia, where the schedule can mean you 
sometimes never take the time to look up.  

 
In the last week of January, I “looked up” and found myself at the Ports of Kalama, Benton County (pictured), Walla 
Walla, and Allyn. Add that to prior visits to the Ports of Anacortes and the Chelan Douglas Regional Port Authority, and 
my visits have brought me face-to-face with nearly half of our total membership! 32 total ports, more than 50 
commissioners, and almost 100 total attendees.  
 
You will hear more from me about the concrete takeaways from these meetings, and we did cover a lot of substance—
from background on projects ports are working on to consensus issues they’d like WPPA’s help addressing. 
 
By far the main conclusion, and issue of broadest consensus, was the value all our members place on communication. 
That includes communication from WPPA to our members, communication between members, outward 
communication with your communities, and communicating our good work to all partners and stakeholders. I was glad 
to hear so much consensus around this item, and I look forward to exploring and executing on many ideas that were 
raised.  
 
Once again, I am encouraged by the commitment of our members. It’s going to be a good year for ports! 

 

Washington Public Ports Association 

washington.ports@washingtonports.org 

360.943.0760 

www.washingtonports.org 

mailto:washington.ports@washingtonports.org
https://www.washingtonports.org/

