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Spokane Airport PFAS Site Overview 
Jeremy Schmidt, Bri Brinkman, & Erika Beresovoy



Location 
Overview
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Spokane International Airport (SIA)
• Jointly owned by Spokane 

County & City of Spokane
• Airport Board

• 14 CFR Part 139 Certification 
required AFFF testing

• Formerly Geiger Field (GEG)
• Formerly Used Defense Site
• Nike missile batteries
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Timeline: 2017
• Fairchild finds PFAS
• Airway Heights drinking 

water wells contaminated 

4



Timeline: 2017 (continued)

SIA samples existing 
groundwater 
monitoring wells



Timeline: 2019

SIA samples existing 
groundwater 
monitoring wells



Timeline: 2021–2024
• October 2021: Ecology concludes 

PFAS compounds are hazardous 
substances regulated under MTCA

• March 2023:  Ecology notified of 
PFAS contamination at SIA

• April – August 2023: II, Site listed, 
PLP identified

• October 2023 – March 2024:  
Negotiate Agreed Order for RI/FS

• March 29, 2024: Ecology issues EO



Enforcement order: 
What’s in it?
• Identifies SIA responsible 

for cleanup
• Lists reasons Ecology 

named SIA and created 
the site

• Defines scope of work and 
schedule for completing it
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What does the Scope of Work require?
• Remedial Investigation (RI) 

Work Plan
• Remedial Investigation
• RI and Feasibility Study 

(FS) Reports
• Interim actions (if required)
• Groundwater monitoring
• Reporting
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Investigation timeline

April 2024–
August 2025
Site Assessment Report
Initial Investigation for PFAS

Late 2025
Draft RI/FS Work Plan

2026/2027
Remedial Investigation 
work*

Fall 2027*
RI Report**
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Interim actions as needed

*May take longer depending on investigation iterations
**RI and FS reports available for public comment

Spring 2028*
FS Report**



Deliverables received thus far
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West Plains Overview
2017
PFAS discovered in West Plains GW
FAFB investigation begins

2019
ATSDR Exposure Assessment

2023
Area-Wide Groundwater Grant
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2024
SIA investigation begins
EPA/Ecology private well sampling event
DOH filter program
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Fairchild AFB PFAS 
Sampling 
Summary by 
Section



West Plains Sampling

• 411 wells sampled
• No cost to well 

owners
• 268 results 

submitted to 
Ecology  65%
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March and June 2024



2024 NE West Plains Results

Max: PFOS = 530 ppt, PFOA = 120 ppt, PFHxS = 530 ppt
Long-chained PFAS were predominant
PFHxS most detected at high concentrations

• PFBS also common but at low concentrations

Non-Detect 111
Below 64
Above 236
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Area-Wide Groundwater Grant

West Plains PFAS Groundwater Transport & Fate Study
Goal | Geochemical fingerprinting of PFAS:

• Groundwater fate and transport modeling
• PFAS groundwater sampling and analysis
• PFAS source identification analysis
• Public outreach
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Fall 2023 – Summer 2025
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bit.ly/EcologySIA-PFAS
Thank you! Questions?
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