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Maritime Challenges



Big opportunities

Retiring workforce
Decreasing 
enrollment
Increasing openings

. . .all in a sector 
whose average 
salary is $112k



Big opportunities



Connection between 
community, careers, and 
the sea

Framework for instruction & 
learning

Networks for collaboration 
& innovation

Blue Schools 
Initiative



The Sea

Blue Schools Initiative



Blue Schools Initiative



Blue Schools Maritime Industry K12 Pathways

Vessel Operations
careers afloat

Marine Construction
building boats & infrastructure

Marine Resources
fisheries, science, & climate

● Ferry captain

● Engine room

● Towboat crew

● Welder

● Naval Architect

● Project Manager

● Shellfish Farmer

● Hatchery Biologist

● Resource scientist



Blue Schools Community Partnerships

Public school  & 
district leadership Maritime Industry 

Maritime 
Education 

organization

Post Secondary 
institution

Marine Science 
organization

Trusted 
community 
validators 



Blue Schools Summits



Blue Schools Network

A network of communities with a 
common approach strengthens:

● Student outcomes

● Clear communication

● Strategic partnerships

● Collective fundraising

● Workforce retention 

● Ecological stewardship



Blue Schools Network
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