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GOALS FOR AN EJ
ASSESSMENT.

Why complete an E
assessment?
" * It's required! (maybe)
* Funding opportunities
* Development decisions for
facility siting
* Permit applications
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GOALS FOR AN EJ
ASSESSMENT.

Defining EJ assessment objectives
* Inform project decisions related to siting, permitting,
design, construction, and operations
* Inform communications and community engagement
plans

* |dentify specific actions and strategies that will
benefit all interested parties
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GOALS FOR AN EJ
ASSESSMENT.

Understanding the community's perspective of the
project — noisy, trucks on the road, odor, air
pollutants, etc.

Is community already disproportionally burdened by
environmental harm and risk? Is adding this project
going to be a noticeably bad experience for the
community?
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APPROACH.

|dentify the study area
* Block group(s) or Census tract(s)
* 1-mile buffer

Ny — :
= Washington Tracking Network
VaJ HEALTH seshington Tracking Network

Compile and review environmental, e 4
socioeconomic, and sociodemographic data i:“ : VA &
 U.S. Census and American Community —
Survey
 Washington Tracking Network o
Environmental Health Disparities Map B

Source: Washington Tracking Network Environmental Health Disparities Map Version 2.0

» EJScreen-> replicated version

e Climate and Economic Justice Screening
Tool (CEJST)—> replicated version

* EJIndex (EJI) - restored per a court order
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https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/wtnibl/WTNIBL/
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/wtnibl/WTNIBL/
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/wtnibl/WTNIBL/
https://pedp-ejscreen.azurewebsites.net/
https://edgi-govdata-archiving.github.io/j40-cejst-2/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/eji/eji-explorer.html

APPROACH.

Compile and review environmental,
socioeconomic, and
sociodemographic data
e Other neighborhood, city,
county, state sources
* Ecology Cleanup Site and
Underground Storage Tank
Databases
* Historical aerial
photographs
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This is an unofficial copy of the CEJST Tool. We are working on an overhaul, but in the meantime some links and text may incorrectly suggest that this site is affiliated with the US Government.

-~ Climate and Economic Justice
= Explore the map Methodology & data ~ About ~
[ T

Screening Tool

Explore the map

Census tracts that are marginalized by underinvestment and overburdened by pollution are highlighted as
being disadvantaged on the map. Federally Recognized Tribes, including Alaska Native Villages, are Getthedata #

considered disadvantaged communities, whether or not they have land.
Download the data with documentation

Zooming in and selecting shows information about each census tract. and shapefile fram the downloads page.

How to use the map:

Search for an address, city, state, ZIP or Census Tre '@'

Zoomin + ,search &  or
locate yourself @ and select
to see information about

*+ 4 any census tract.

Things to know:

The tool uses census tracts
Fd. census tracts are a

43

AK small unit of geography.

o They generally have
populations & of between

PR 1,200 - 8,000 people.

GU

AS Communities that are
disadvantaged live in tracts

437 that experience burdens.

vl

These tracts are highlighted
O on the map.

The tool ranks most of the
burdens using percentiles
AL\ Percentiles show how
much burden each tract

v X experiences when

cuBa compared to other tracts.

DORINIC AN Theachalede ¥ & o B,

»

Source: Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (Version 2.0; accessed 8/20/2025)



APPROACH.

Evaluate data in the context
of project or facility

* How will community
members experience
the project or facility?
Are community
members already
experiencing a
disproportional burden
of environmental harm
and risk?
* Are there any other

community concerns?
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EJI Explorer

Q, Search address, zip coddylor@®

H Legend A

Base Map

LI

Light Mavigati Topogra

Imagery

Gray on phy
Transparenc )
Y
Map Layer

Qverall Environmental Justice
Index

% Ly (EETEN

Overall Environmental
Justice Index

Social Vulnerability

A
e
Environmental Burden
Health Vulnerability
2]

Overall EJI + Climate
Burden

Climate Burden @ v

Points of Interest ~

@ Exit Full Screen

& EJI Map «3 Share or Save & Download Data B Data Table I County Maps
ra CANADA
+ = s | C e
Edmonton
Calgary

fancouver

Click on the map to view
a report for a location of
interest

Monterrey

Mexico City
Port-au-Prince ¢

| 1000 mi |
v Freak e ala

Source: Center for Disease Control - Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease: Environmental Justice Index (September 10, 2025)



PROJECT EXAMPLE.

Project Area Block

: Site Block Group City
Selected Pollution and Groups
i Index
Sources Indicators %ilein  %ilein  %ilein  %ilein  %ilein  %ilein

State U.S. State U.5. State U.S.

Particulate Matter 2.5 EJ 96 8h a7 73 81 69
Diesel Particulate Matter El 98 a0 83 76 h 71
" Air Toxics Cancer Risk EJ 96 935 86 a7 by 63
Air Toxics Respiratory HI EJ Q7 92 86 84 78 30
Toxic Releases to Air EJ a5 86 84 73 74 65
Traffic Proximity EJ 88 77 71 62 73 63

Selected Pollution and Sources Indicators

Notes:
Values greater than or equal to the 80t percentile are highlighted.
Data Source: EJScreen - EPA Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool (Version 2.2)
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PROJECT EXAMPLE.

The importance of defining
the study area
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KEY TAKEAWAYS.

Consider local sources of information, not just screening tools

* Many national screening tools exist but only as replicated versions

» State specific tools: WA Health Disparities Map

e Other sources of information: Ecology’s Site Cleanup Search, historical aerial photos
The data is complex!

e Using multiple tools will help paint the full picture

* Evaluating the data outside the tools (e.g., tabulating data, creating maps) is critical
Take the time to fully evaluate and identify the study area
Performing an EJ Assessment can benefit all parties

* |dentify potential project hurdles and mitigation strategies

* Inform community engagement strategies and communications plans

' MAUL FOSTER ALONGI



11

QUESTIONS?
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