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Willapa Harbor provides access to the waters and rich oyster fields of Willapa River and Willapa Bay in Pacific County, WA.
Photos courtesy of the Port of Willapa Harbor.

November Updates from WPPA

It’s November, it’s just about Thanksgiving, and we’ve already had our 2025 Annual Meeting. That’s right, the
yearly gathering came early in 2025, and as Eric announced at breakfast Thursday, it’s also the last year we are
calling it the “Annual Meeting.” What will heretofore be known as the WPPA Winter Meeting took place last week
at the Marriott Tacoma Downtown and the Greater Tacoma Convention Center. Even away from the bright
Christmas lights of Bellevue, port members, associate members, and partners turned out in force, as we once
again welcomed close to 300 people to an action-packed event.

The Annual Meeting began on Tuesday with a biennial tradition —the WPPA New Commissioners Seminar, held
concurrently with our Annual Meeting in odd-numbered years. This year’s event had sixteen newly elected
commissioners, along with a few who were recently elected, plus some staff and returning commissioners just
interested in connecting, refreshing, and engaging. We touched on Port Powers and the role of a commissioner,
and introduced a new element: Procurement 101, walking the new cohort through the basics of how ports bid
and deliver contracts and projects. Many thanks to our General Counsel, Tim Schermetzler from CSD, our former
General Counsel, Frank Chmelik, and the Port of Vancouver’s Director of Procurement, Contracts, and
Administrative Services, Dawn Egbert, for helping us develop and deliver this content. We also had the Executive

Committee President and Vice Present, Glen Bachman and Jack Ng, help give some context and perspective.
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And we invited some former Executive Committee members to join an informal concluding roundtable on
Wednesday to help answer questions about what new commissioners can expect during their port service.

From the New Commissioners Seminar, we rolled right into our Committee content, with the jointly-hosted
Economic Development and Environmental Committees talking about mitigation banking; with a
Bellingham International Airport update at our Aviation Committee; and with the Freight Mobility Strategic
Investment Board providing an update on their upcoming project solicitation and new scoring criteria. The
Marina Committee, Communications Committee, and Legal Committee also met with full agendas, and on
Tuesday night our Committee Chairs and Co-chairs met with the WPPA Executive Committee to discuss
their work this year. That’s a nice event that is part informational, part celebratory, giving our Executive
Committee the chance to offer their gratitude to the Chairs and Co-chairs who volunteer their time to our
Association.

Our Annual Meeting program had some great industry check-ins, from a kickoff keynote from the Director of
the Washington State Department of Agriculture, Derek Sandison, to a rail industry update from short lines
and the State DOT. Our port members and partners who traveled to Denmark to learn about Industrial
Symbiosis provided a recap of their trip, and we had great roundtables from the Supply Chain Federation,
the Maritime Administration, the Port of Tacoma, and the Recreation and Conservation Office. Port Reports
had a westside feel this time, with two Kitsap County ports providing that marina-focused perspective, and
the Port of Skagit running the group through their myriad operations and exciting new developments.

A new highlight, or at least back after a hiatus, was a fundraising auction for our WPPA Educational
Foundation. Reintroducing a second scholarship, allowing us to offer one at the Spring Meeting and one at
the Winter Meeting, means we need a new infusion of funding in our investment account to keep this
scholarship self-sustaining. Our call for donations brought forth an inspiring show of support (including
Mariners tickets!), so there was quite the treasure trove of loot on offer. ED ffitch, never one to shy away
from a microphone, even tried his hand as auctioneer for a limited but spirited Live Auction portion. Thank
you from all of us at WPPA to those who donated, supported, helped, and most importantly BID! Our
auction raised a STUPEFYING $7500, more than we could have expected — and that is owing to all of you.

Now, rounding out the Meeting report, make sure you’re up on all the awards that we announced at Friday’s
Awards Breakfast, including:

o Winter Scholarship: While our award winner wasn’t able to join us in Tacoma, Ryan Fox was well-
represented by his colleagues from the Port of Anacortes who accepted the award on his behalf. Ryan
has been with the Port of Anacortes for eight years and currently works as their Marina Operations
Supervisor. The Executive Committee made a tough decision, with a slate of deserving applicants
demonstrating strong demand for this scholarship. Ryan plans to pursue an Intermediate Marina
Manager course through the Association of Marina Industries and has promised to come back and tell
our Marina Committee about the program once it’s concluded.

e Life Members: Next up, we once again had a long, impressive list of deserving nominees for life
membership this year. Itis an annual highlight to celebrate those who’ve done so much for WPPA, and
who remain leaders of the port family even as many are now retired or out of public life. Please take a
look at our press release honoring our Life Members.

e Outstanding Service: We had a moment of somber reflection amid the celebration of port awards, as we
paused to recognize the service of Port of Woodland Commissioner Paul Cline prior to his passing this
Spring. Recognizing Paul gave us a chance to think about him and discuss all of his contributions to our
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industry. His son Jeremy and his brother Rick joined us to accept the award, giving us the opportunity to
briefly welcome another Cline to our port family. Thanks to Paul’s family and the Port of Woodland for
helping us honor our friend Paul. Read more about Paul’s award here.

e Port of the Year: Always exciting, we recognized another great member as our Port of the Year. The Port of
Grays Harbor rose to the top as a sterling example of all a port can do for its community. And beyond
even Grays Harbor, their outsized role in international trade and the regional and national fishing
economy, belies the relatively small population of Grays Harbor County. With a robust group of
applicants, all deserving, our Executive Committee voted to celebrate this hardworking port. Please take
a look at our press release that touches on some of the great work they have underway.

Finally, at our Board of Trustees meeting on Friday, November 21, we voted on the slate of Executive
Committee offers for 2025, including Mark Wilson who was temporarily appointed to the Board in November
to fill the Ex-Officio position that was left vacant after Jennifer Wray-Keene left the Port of Woodland.
Commissioner Keller was previously in an Ex-Officio role and is now formally seated as Secretary, and Jim
Rothlin is in his second year as our Treasurer. We also bid farewell to Commissioner Calkins after his five
years of service on the Committee, and we offer him our sincere gratitude.

Your WPPA Executive Committee for 2025 is as follows:
Jack Ng, Commissioner, Port of South Whidbey — President
Mark Brigham, Commissioner, Port of Clarkson - Vice President
Deanna Keller, Commissioner, Port of Tacoma — Secretary
Jim Rothlin, Executive Director, Port of Bremerton — Treasurer
Glen Bachman, Commissioner, Port of Everett — First Past President
JC Baldwin, Commissioner, Chelan Douglas Regional Port Authority — Second Past President
Mark Wilson, Executive Director, Port of Kalama — Ex-Officio Executive Director
Thank you to those leaders who volunteer their time in service of our WPPA Executive Committee.

Now, as we move toward the end of the year, we want to leave you with the words of our Executive
Committee President, in his concluding report to the Board of Trustees last Friday:

President’s Report, Commissioner Glen Bachman, November 21, 2025:

Good morning and thank you for coming to our 2025 Annual Meeting. While we usually gather midway
through December, it’s nice to be with you this week before Thanksgiving, as we all look ahead with
optimism and hope for the holiday season ahead.

When | spoke with you all this Spring, | reflected on my early interest in taking over the Executive
Committee: asking Eric and the team to focus on the energy supply challenges that we face. This was
an idea that grew in importance as | traveled internationally and discussed energy challenges with
other port leaders, from Washington and beyond. Now, as my time as the President comes to a close,
I can reflect on the leadership that WPPA continues to show in these areas.

Carly and many of you, through our Environmental Committees and our Energy Work Group, are
making a meaningful contribution to this state’s discussion of energy supply needs. We’ve welcomed
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speakers to our conferences, and many of us have attended conferences ourselves, to seek
continuing education and expanded partnership on this important topic.

We have also had a lively discussion of mobility, and will explore ways we can look for more
movement on fast ferries and on the movement of freight and goods between our ports and across
the ocean.

Some of the challenges we discussed in the Spring remain, including the uphill battle on meaningful
policy progress on energy and trade.

The challenges our state faces are a chance for us, and for all of you, to keep demonstrating steady
leadership. Our conferences provide a place for people to gather and learn and there is power in that
connection.

That includes the relationships that you all maintain with your voters, with your local legislative
delegation and your city and county partners.

It has been my honor to serve as your President. | look forward to continuing our work together in the
year ahead. Thank you.

Port Spotlight: Port of Willapa Harbor on Pivoting for Public Service

Pacific County, Washington is a unique landscape — dense forests butt up against the tidal flats and oyster
fields of Willapa Bay, and the small towns that dot the region are powered by fishing, forestry, tourism and
the oyster harvest.

.

S gl TR, A N 7
View of the Raymond Port Dock, a historic 50,000 square foot “high” dock that can accommodate a variety of commercial vessels and 700
feet of floating docks for moorage.

WPPA Manifest November 2025

'WASHINGTON]

Y
il

o
o
o
-
)



WPPA Manifest November 2025

Access to the water — and to oyster fields that supply a quarter of the nation’s harvest — are priorities for the
people living around Willapa Bay, and the Port of Willapa Harbor works to ensure that access is protected
and the area around Willapa Bay remains a great place to do business.

The port was founded in 1928, when the area was dominated by logging and sawmill companies. Much of the
land around the bay was covered by dense forests, and the Port of Willapa Harbor developed port facilities
for shipping lumber, as well as infrastructure to support fishing and oystering vessels.

“We’ve always followed the ebb and flow of industries,” said Jim Sayce, executive director of the Port of
Willapa Harbor. “Our port was established for oysters in Willapa Bay and timber in the Willapa Hills. The area
was full of sawmills, taverns, and farms, then navigation channels, roads and railroads. But times change,
and now the railroad is a railbanked trail, and we’re a one-sawmill town.”

The port pivoted, working to support recreational fishermen and boaters by expanding the marina at
Tokeland. Fishing, too, declined following changes to fishing seasons and the port pivoted again to support
industrial development on port property, including a fish waste company that creates organic fertilizer.

“It’s tough to predict the future,” Sayce said, but stressed the importance of being able to pivot and seek new
opportunities.

Sayce recalled a former manager at the Port of Willapa Harbor, Rebecca Chaffee, who was asked about
using industrial land for cannabis production. The port worked with the county and city to update the county
code to allow for cannabis growth, and soon Willapa was able to bring in nearly a dozen growers.

All of those pivots have allowed the Port of Willapa Harbor to support a wide variety of business and
recreational interests. The port owns two marinas, two RV parks, three industrial sites and an airport.
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The Gail Force vessel docked in Tokeland next to a Tidal Floating Upweller System (FLUPSY) used for low-maintenance, high efficiency oyster
growing.

“We’re focused on providing two distinct services,” Sayce said. “One is hospitality — we own two RV parks on
the marine waterfront in Tokeland and Raymond, which we’re looking to expand. They’ll bring in, combined,
about a million dollars every season, and we can use hospitality to leverage our marine infrastructure.”

Support for the maritime industry is another major focus for the port. One of the most recent projects the
port embarked on is equipping their boatyard for the deconstruction of derelict vessels.

“We asked ourselves if we can do anything to help the situation with derelict vessels, and made sure our
crew had the training and equipment necessary to deal with it,” Sayce said.




The crew are trained in shipyard competency and confined space rescue, and they are also trained as riggers.
“That way,” Sayce said, “the crane operator is confident that all of them can spot him properly. I’'m able to
support deconstruction work because we know the crew are experts.”

Additionally, the portis bringing Level 2 EV charging to their facilities at Bendiksen Landing. The dual-port
chargers will serve the workforce at those facilities, and the port chose those Level 2 chargers over other
charging options because they are cheaper and easier to maintain.

“We really prioritized the workforce there, trying to serve locals first,” Sayce said. “We prioritized making
these changes because it’s the future, and you might as well prepare for it.”

They have also updated the equipment at an ice plant at Bendiksen Landing, replacing equipment built in the
early 20th century with a more modern, 12-ton a day ice plant.

“That work,” Sayce said, “is where it really crosses over into a public service.”

7
The Port of Willapa Harbor's Bendiksen Landing facility at sunset.

The story of the Port of Willapa Harbor is entwined with each of the communities that surround Willapa Bay.
It’s the landscape, and the people who live on it, that help make the Port of Willapa Harbor unique.

“Working at a mid-sized port like this,” Sayce said. “You face some very fun, eclectic challenges. And the
rewards are working at the ground level with your community. I’m born and raised in Pacific County, and |
care a lot about this place. I’'m so lucky that we have a viable timber, oyster, and recreation industry, because
| get to see those rewards firsthand.”
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Legislative Spotlight: WPPA 2026 Legislative Priorities

Carly Michiels, Senior Director of Environmental Policy, WPPA

The WPPA Board approved the 2026 Legislative Priorities at the Annual Meeting on November 21, 2025, and
we want to give you a look at the key issues shaping our agenda for the legislative session ahead. Our priority
setting document (linked here) will guide WPPA in our efforts and the positions we take on issues during the
upcoming session.

After the Annual Meeting, our team will quickly shift focus to upcoming Committee Days, set for December 3-
5t this year. The WPPA offices right off capitol hill here in Olympia will be open and busy. "Committee days"
are important legislative prep days, typically held before the formal legislative session begins, when
legislators convene at the Capitol to meet with their committees and discuss priority topics. These meetings
serve as a preview for the upcoming legislative session, allowing committees to study issues, hear from
experts, and prepare to consider bills. WPPA is invited to speak at one of the House Committee Work
Sessions on the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA). See the Committee Days schedule here.

The 2026 regular legislative session begins on Monday, January 12, 2026. It is a short session, lasting only 60
days, with an expected end date of Thursday, March 12, 2026. Prefiling bills for the 2026 session begins soon,
on Monday, December 1, 2025. Government Relations staff at WPPA are already in full preparation mode!

As part of the legislative priority setting process, the internal WPPA Legislative Committee — with our new
Chair Diahann Howard, Executive Director at the Port of Benton — started meeting monthly this year in June.
Through the work of this committee and our staff, WPPA’s priority statements were developed from member
feedback, research, and discussion in our standing committees throughout the year. Statements of WPPA’s
policy priorities and positions on legislation represent the needs of all our member ports. These priorities are
specific yet flexible, and will guide WPPA through the session, allowing us to assess new legislative proposals
and receive feedback as needed. This year we had some fantastic discussions in our committee meetings!
Although in a short session (also in a tough budget year) many of the priorities are focused on “unfinished
business” from the previous long-session year, we have some important new priorities as well. Among them
is the Washington State Trade Strategy effort that WPPA has been convening. See more on the Trade Strategy
in our October Manifest here.

The WPPA Legislative Priorities emphasize key guiding principles and priority areas that our public ports
continue to lead in Washington. This includes broadband expansion, clean energy deployment,
environmental stewardship, and statewide economic development. Our 2026 priorities reflect that broad
mission while responding to new budget pressures, rising infrastructure costs, and increasing demands on
ports.

Some of our key priorities for 2026 include:

e Aviation & Broadband: Support for critical airport infrastructure and continued investment in open-
access broadband, especially in rural communities.

e Economic Development: Protecting and restoring funding for CERB and pursuing tools that strengthen
business recruitment, manufacturing, and small trade-dependent businesses.

e Energy: Improving energy siting, permitting, and transmission capacity to support port electrification and
clean energy projects.

e Environment: Sustaining MTCA funding to ensure ports can continue long-term cleanup and restoration
work.

e Governance, Workforce & Land Use: Advancing transparent governance, strong workforce partnerships,
and better alignment between port and local government planning.



https://www.washingtonports.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/WPPA-2026-Legislative-Priority-Setting_FINAL.pdf
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e Revenue & Taxes: Working with supply chain partners to oppose harmful tax proposals, maintain
competitiveness, and prevent unfunded mandates.

e Transportation: Supporting balanced investments that address rising project costs while advancing major

needs.

e WA State Trade Strategy: Advancing a coordinated statewide Trade Strategy focused on competitiveness,
affordability, infrastructure investment, and protecting industrial lands.

e Columbia River Navigation: Supporting state investment in the 20-year federal maintenance plan for the
Lower Columbia River channel.

These priorities reflect months of work by WPPA committees, member ports, and partners across the supply
chain. We look forward to taking this finalized agenda and working together to advocate for policies that
strengthen Washington’s ports and the communities they serve.

Knowing the Waters

In November’s timely issue, Tim Schermetzler of CSD Attorneys at Law steps through the considerations for
sending newly elected port commissioners to attend the WPPA Annual Meeting and New Commissioners
Seminar prior to them officially taking office. While the Annual Meeting has now passed, valuable information
is included about what constitutes “gifting of public funds” as well as important notes for post-event
reimbursements. Read more in this month’s Knowing the Waters.

Grants and Resources for Ports

Funding Opportunity Spotlight: CERB’s New Rural Ports Program

Last week, we emailed Janea Stark, Executive Director, Washington State Community Economic
Revitalization Board (CERB), a series of questions on the new Rural Ports Program, funded in 2025 by the
Legislature to help rural ports repair, improve, and develop essential infrastructure that supports local
economies. Read more in our October Manifest for her answers, and reach out to Janea Stark if you have a
potential project you’d like to discuss.

Commerce Clean Energy Tax Credit Assistance Program — Dec. office hours

Commerce provides technical assistance in accessing federal tax credits for clean energy projects,
including solar, battery storage, wind energy, geothermal systems, electric vehicles (EVs), and EV charging
infrastructure through the Clean Energy Tax Credit Assistance Program (CETCAP). Updates and technical
assistance are provided in office hours held on the second Wednesday and third Friday of each month.
Register here for second Wednesday (December 10, noon) or third Friday (December 19, 9:30 a.m.) office
hours.

Opportunity to Provide Feedback: Ecology Oversight Remedial Action Grant and
Affordable Housing Cleanup Grant Guidelines — comments due December 14, 2025

Changes to Ecology’s guidelines for the Oversight Remedial Action Grants and Affordable Housing Cleanup
Grants are up for public comment through December 14. Proposed changes include environmental justice
criteria updates and address the significant Model Toxic Control Act (MTCA) budget shortfall. Submit
comments here: Public Comment Form.

WA Electric Vehicle Charging Program — applications due December 18, 2025

Commerce will provide up to $19.4 million in funding through the WA Electric Vehicle Charging Program
(WAEVCP) Round 2. WAEVCP helps fund infrastructure that supports Level 2 chargers and direct-current fast
chargers for public use. Learn more and apply here by December 18, 2025.
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National Railroad Partnership Grants — applications due January 7, 2026

The US Department of Transportation Federal Railroad Administration’s National Railroad Partnership
Program provides funding for capital projects that reduce repair backlogs, improve performance, or expand
or establish new intercity passenger rail service, including eligible privately operated intercity passenger rail
service. The goal of this program is to build partnership based on mutual benefit to freight and passenger rail
service. Our colleagues at USDOT shared the following:

e Projects adjacent to intercity passenger rail service (i.e., the North-South Pacific Northwest BNSF lines,
or portions of the BNSF Tri-Cities/Columbia River line), may be eligible.
e Projects with the following characteristics would be a good fit for this program:
¢ Transformational and high-impact projects that dramatically improve service.
¢ Eliminating highway-rail at-grade crossings that currently cause delays or safety conflicts for
intercity trains.
- An example of this could be grade separation access to Port facilities.
¢ Upgrading or improving a track segment within the port’s rail yard to reduce bottlenecks from
passenger-freight conflicts and increase reliability.
- An example of this could be adding a second or passing track within a rail corridor
connecting the port to the intercity passenger line.
¢ Rehabilitating bridges or tunnels within the rail corridor that serve an intercity passenger line and
traverse port property or port-owned infrastructure.

Federal funds from this program may cover up to 80% of project costs, requiring a minimum of 20% non-
federal match, which can include port funds, state contributions, or a local match. Applications are due
January 7, 2026.

Ecology Rails, Keels, and Wheels Grants — applications due January 8, 2026

As part of the Washington State Volkswagen Federal Settlement Grant Program, Ecology will provide up to
$25 million in grant funds to replace or convert diesel trucks, freight switchers, tugboats, and many
other vehicles to all-electric. View the program guidelines here. Learn more and apply here by January 8,
2025.

Opportunity to Provide Feedback: Ecology Rulemaking for Air Quality in Overburdened
Communities - comments due January 18, 2026

Ecology is seeking public comments on preliminary draft rule language for a new rule Chapter 173-448 WAC.
The rule will implement parts of RCW 70A.65.020 to reduce criteria air pollution in overburdened
communities highly impacted by air pollution. This informal comment period lasts until January 18, 2026, at
11:59 p.m. and is an opportunity to comment on the scope of rule language before the rule proposal. At least
one virtual public meeting will be scheduled in December 2025. Submit comments online: Public Comment
Form.

EPA Brownfield MAC Grants — applications due January 28, 2026

EPA's Brownfield Multipurpose, Assessment, and Cleanup (MAC) Grants solicitations for Fiscal Year 2026
Brownfields Multipurpose, Assessment, and Cleanup Grants are open now. An array of changes to criteria
have been shared with more details available on the program website.
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Two webinars will be held in December covering only the grant application narrative criteria, not the grant
submission process, application information sheet, or threshold requirements:

o December 3, 2025, at 12pm ET/9am PT (click to join Zoom): covering:

¢ Multipurpose Grant funding

¢ Community-Wide Assessment Grant funding

¢ Assessment Coalition Grant funding

¢ Community-Wide Assessment Grants for States and Tribes funding
e December4, 2025, at 1pm ET/10am ET (click to join Zoom): covering:

¢ Cleanup Grant funding

Ecology Independent Remedial Action Grants (IRAG) — coming soon!

The solicitation for Independent Remedial Action Grants will open on December 1 and remain open until June
16, 2026. Grant Guidelines and EAGL Instructions will be published by December 1. For the 2025-27 biennium
only: because the recent EAGL system update caused a delay in opening the application solicitation, Ecology will
consider up to an additional six months of costs incurred past the five years of the grant application, if it was
submitted in EAGL within 30 days of the application solicitation opening date. A Focus Sheet on the IRAG
program is now available.

Clean Buildings Performance Standards: Program Tier 1 Incentives Estimator

ATier 1 incentives estimator is now available to assist building owners in planning their Clean Buildings
Performance Standard compliance path. Learn more about the program here.

The Community Builders Collective: A Statewide Network for Project Leaders

Launching this fall, the Community Builders Collective (CBC) is a free, statewide peer network from CERB for the
people behind community and economic development infrastructure projects in rural, tribal, and historically
under-resourced communities.

CBC members get:

o A statewide network of peers facing similar challenges and opportunities
e Practical resources and tools to support project development

e Live training and learning opportunities focused on real-time needs

e 24/7 access to the community (plus CERB staff when needed)

If you’re navigating complex infrastructure projects with limited time and staff— the CBC is here to help you get it
done, together. For more information sign up here.

Washington State Treasurer’s LOCAL Program

The LOCAL program, offered through the Office of the Washington State Treasurer, provides Washington
municipalities with a cost-effective way to finance equipment and/or real estate projects. Participants can take
advantage of the current program rating of Moody’s Aa1, low fees and expenses, technical assistance, and
access to the tax-exempt bond market.

Check out the LOCAL Program guide and visit the Program FAQs for more information.
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https://tre.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/local_program_guide_new_v.2_-_updated_05.15.2025.pdf
https://tre.wa.gov/financing-and-debt/get-financing/local-government-financing/local-program-faqs

Climate Resources at Washington Climate Action

The Washington Climate Action website is a first-stop shop for funding or other resources related to climate and
natural resources, including grant writing support and contracting information.

Commerce Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) — applications accepted on rolling
basis

The Brownfields RLF provides low interest loans to entities undertaking cleanup of contaminated properties to
support redevelopment, promote public health and safety, improve environmental quality, and create jobs at and
around brownfield sites. Average loan amounts are approximately $500,000 and up to 50% of the loan may be
forgiven for public entities. Loan terms are typically 5 years or less, and the interest rate is negotiated based on
project need. A 1% loan fee is required.

Commerce Small Business Credit Initiative — accepted on a rolling basis

Through the Washington State Small Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI), the Washington State Department of
Commerce is collaborating with Heritage Bank to offer the Owner-Occupied Commercial Real Estate Loan
Program. The program allows Heritage to make loans to businesses that own the buildings in which they operate,
and who wish to purchase new buildings or expand current operations. This means port tenants who are
contemplating expansion but need capital could have access to low-interest loans to support their
downpayment.

Heritage Bank administers the program. You can find more information on their website. The bank has also
worked with Commerce to publish an informative one-pager.
DOE Energy Ready Charging Smart Program — free technical assistance

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Energy Ready Charging Smart Program offers free technical assistance to
help local governments adopt procedures and practices that facilitate the growth of electric vehicles (EVs).

DOE E2C Program Expert Match - free technical assistance

The DOE’s Energy to Communities (E2C): Expert Match program offers free, short-term technical assistance to
address near-term energy challenges in local communities.

179D Energy Tax Credit — expiring soon

Act now to take advantage of the 179D deduction before it expires. Recent federal legislation discontinues
several energy tax credits including the 179D deduction, but there is still time to take advantage of the program
before it ends. To quality, construction must begin by June 30, 2026, meet energy efficiency standards, and
building owners must obtain proper documentation and certification, including an energy study and
allocation forms.

EPA Thriving Community Grant Makers — accepted on a rolling basis

The Environmental Protection Agency opened their Thriving Community Grantmakers Program on January 15 and
is accepting applications on a rolling basis. The Grantmakers partner with community-based organizations from

across a region to select partnerships and distribute funding. Funding is awarded in four categories: assessment
projects, planning projects, development projects, and non-competitive fixed amounts. Read more about how to
apply here. Arecorded webinar on the program is available through the Center for Creative Land Recycling.
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The Federal Funds Grant Writing Assistance Program

The Federal Funds Grant Writing Assistance Program is designed for tribes, community-based organizations,
local government agencies, and other entities to help prepare and submit federal grant applications. This
resource is available now and can include services such as grant application planning, writing, and review and
guidance for managing federal awards.

Federal Clean Energy Tax Assistance Program —free and available now

Administered through Commerce, the Federal Clean Energy Tax Credit Assistance Program offers tax incentives
to eligible entities (including ports) through the Inflation Reduction Act. Free resources, including personalized
support from clean energy tax attorneys, are available here.

Highlighted Events

Port Day on the Hill: February 5 -6, 2026

Please mark your calendars now to join us bright and early on Friday, February 6
for Port Day on the Hill. We’ll meet in the Columbia Room at the Legislative
Building at 7:00 a.m. for a full day of meetings and hearing from our legislators.
Coffee, pastries, and lunch will be provided. WPPA’s Port Day Legislative

5 Reception will take place the evening prior (Thursday, February 5). We will update
our Port Day event page as we have more information. Registration is not required
for this event.

As Arthur Sees It

Notes from the Executive Director and his dog

It’s November, and we work in politics. So, the natural move here might
be to write a column all about the recent elections. What does the one-
term Mayoral tradition mean in Seattle? What about the results of
special elections in Olympia, expanding the already gaping margins for
the Democratic majority? Do we draw sweeping conclusions about
next year’s national midterms from recent races in New Jersey and
Virginia?

But those of you who know me well know that while politics may be my
vocation, it’s not my avocation. | tend to leave the diagnosing and
dissecting to more qualified pundits, especially since | could talk to
anyone, and will work with whoever is elected! And plus, it’s

November, so there is something much more important happening:
FOOD!

Since Arthur isn’t allowed in the kitchen, much to his abiding

The grind never stops for Arthur at WPPA HQ. annoyance, he won’t be able to help me as much with this column. But
you can trust that, as | type up a semi-instructional description of my

annual Thanksgiving contribution, his little black nose is peering just around the corner of the kitchen counter,

wondering where those enticing smells are coming from, and wondering why | am cursing so loudly and dropping

so many pots and pans.

Even with some kitchen upheaval and my characteristic sloppiness, | find meal preparation generally relaxing.
Especially at the end of a long day, or when part of a mass ritual like the Swanson-ffitch family Thanksgiving,
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there’s just something soothing about lining up the ingredients, slowly peeling potatoes, and getting to work on a
fairly straightforward project. We’re going on Year 20 of my parents hosting over on Bainbridge, with the number
of guests typically ranging from 25-40, and for as long as anyone can remember I’ve been in charge of the
potatoes. In my teenage years | embraced the simple approach taught to me by my uncle: garlic powder, heavy
cream, plenty of butter, with a healthy dollop of Dijon mustard for some kick and flavor. But in 2009 - yes, |
remember the year - | got a tip from my friend Mark, based on a recipe he’d seen in Cook’s Illustrated. They
suggested enhancing your classic mashed potatoes with a roasted root vegetable, and that led us to what is now
a famous (I think!) contribution to our family Thanksgiving: Parsnip Mashed Potatoes.

Most people couldn’t pick a parsnip out of a lineup; I’d certainly never had one when Mark first pitched this idea
to me. But | followed his considerable culinary expertise and lined up the pale, carrot-looking root on my counter
and set to work. The best bet is to have about one pound of parsnips for every four pounds of potatoes —and to
cut them small enough that they’ll caramelize quickly as you boil the potatoes. A medium dice will get you there,
and you’ll want to distract any cholesterol-conscious guests as you melt an entire stick of butter in a sauté pan.
As soon as that’s melted — and maybe add a bit of olive oil to help this go smoothly — add the chopped parsnips
and slowly sauté, while paying some attention to the potatoes. For the potatoes, peel and quarter russets or
Yukon golds and get them boiling in salted water, then take a break and have some wine because you’ve got 15
minutes to wait!

Did I mention the importance of roasted garlic? The first time | went through this recipe | absolutely burned the
heck out myself, so make sure you wrap a head of garlic in some tin foil, leaving an opening at the top. Lop off the
top of the head of garlic and generously cover it with olive oil and salt, before putting it in a 400-degree oven for at
least a half hour. And as the garlic is roasting, prepare your final few essentials for incorporation: veggie stock;
half and half/cream/milk; and yes, the ever-present Dijon mustard! As soon as the parsnips are soft enough to
smash with a spoon, add in a half-cup of veggie stock and let that simmer with the root veggies for 3 minutes.
Drain your potatoes and incorporate the parsnips and stock as they’re still steaming in the pot. Now all that’s left
to dois extract some beautifully roasted garlic cloves from that foil pouch without burning off your fingerprints in
the process and adding them to the potatoes and parsnips for the final phase.

Add the cream and mustard and start smashing! It’s up to you now, to add as much cream as you need to get it to
the right consistency. If you have more stock to add, it will keep these nice and kind of brown, a good surprise for
any guests expecting those bright white fluffy potatoes. These are dark and reminiscent of fall and have a strange
nuttiness from the parsnips, where the guests might first think “huh??” before then thinking: “NEED MORE!”

With the exception of my cousin Melanie, who finally announced two years ago that she wanted classic potatoes
and was sick of my parsnip creation — and also my brother Eamon, a vegetarian, who was miffed one year when
he found out I’d used chicken stock with the parsnips —these are pretty much universally a hit. | tend to hammer
mine with black pepper too, since | like a little jolt to the potatoes — but my dad is English and my parents both shy
away from any real spice, so you might want to leave that for the side of the plate.

Now, if you saw me during our Annual Meeting in Tacoma, with a faraway look in my eye during a quiet moment
alone, you will have some hint as to what I’m thinking about. Some manage stress by picturing themselves on a
sandy beach, or by making their mind blank and repeating a calming mantra. But when the world is swirling
around me, when the news is bleak, when my Outlook calendar overflows and when there aren’t enough hours to
get it all done, | am thinking of a more attainable goal: a clean kitchen, ingredients laid out orderly in front of me, a
glass of whiskey, and a simple and satisfying meal. Arthur will lurk on the side of the kitchen and Brooke will
eventually ask me what’s taking me so long (and why | used every dish in the kitchen), but I, at least will finally be
relaxed.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Washington Public Ports Association
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