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Washington State Pollution Liability Insurance Agency
(PLIA)

Commercial Underground Storage Tank Programs
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What is PLIA?

"The Pollution Liability Insurance Agency (PLIA) provides an effective and efficient government
funding model that helps underground storage tank (UST) owners and operators meet financial

‘ 5 responsibility requirements for their tanks.”
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PLIA program types:

« Heating oil tanks - primarily residential
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 Petroleum (gas/diesel) USTs — commercial
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Petroleum USTs and Financial Responsibility

Map of Active UST Facilities in Washington

- 3,366 active petroleum UST facilities in Tom e oy
Washington (as of beginning of October M. o R
2025). A -

- In order to continue operations, each UST LA
owner/operator must demonstrate financial i ==
responsibility. il

g, pe

Financial Responsibility Requirement: UST w teend e

owners/operators must show they have - g L geng ¢ . o=

access to $1 million in case of tank leak. e D) AT o

T R
* Active Regulated Facilities = 3,366

Map data retrieved from the Washington State Department of Ecology’s Integrated Site Information
System on October 7, 2025.
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How to Meet Financial Responsibility Requirements

Ways that UST Owners/Operators May
Demonstrate Financial Responsibility

« Private insurance
« Self-insurance

« Surety bond

* Guarantee

« Letter of credit

« Standby trust fund

« Financial Assurance

B
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Financial Assurance Program Enrollment Application

Introduction

Thank you for your interest in the Washington State Financial Assurance Program (FA Program).

Please review the application checklist prior to applying. This list shows required information and documentation
for program enrollment

Please note that all information submitted in your application is subject to public disclosure. For information
containing personal identification such as social security numbers or bank account numbers, we require you to
black out this infoermation prior to submission.

If you cannot complete your application in one sitting, you can select the “Save my progress and resume later’ box
at the top of the screen. We will save your application for 90 days.

You may wish to save a copy of the completed application for your records. For assistance or questions about
this application, please call 360-407-0520 or email pliamail@plia wa.gov

For more information on Washington State’s Financial Assurance Program, visit htips:/plia.wa.gov/financial-

assurance-programy/

Are you enrolling a Tribal facility not registered with the Department of Ecology? *

Please select... b

USTID*

o (23
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PLIA Programs: From Reinsurance to Financial Assurance

Confimame@dUST Commercial UST
RAsssuamcee Reinsurance
Program Program

Prevaliidjra reefinéinaiadial Providing a financial
regzpogibibiilyty ploio sitece esponsibility option to
UST ownetB4sberators in ST owners/operators in
Washington State since Washington State since
19809. 19809.




Reinsurance Program

PLIA REINSURANCE PROGRAM

&

51,000,000
Per Occurance
Policy

$925,000
PLIA Reinsurance
Responsibility

475,000
Insurance Company

Deductible

......... Responsibility ..

R

Vs.

Financial Assurance Program

Coverage Amounts
Up to
S2M

Up to
S1M

Amount

Pre-enroliment Post-enroliment

leak coverage leak coverage
Cleanup only, and Includes
subject to cost infrastructure

recovery replacement
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How is PLIA’s Financial Assurance Program Funded?

::ﬁci::a;c.'al Assurance Program Is Age of UST Annual Tank Enroliment Fee
y:

« The Petroleum Products Tax (PPT) - 0-10 Years Old $1,000 per UST

rate of 0.3% on wholesale value of

petroleum on its first introduction into 11-20 Years Old $1,500 per UST

the state.
e Annual Tank Fees. 21-30 Years Old $2,000 per UST
* Cost Recovery Proceeds. 30+ Years Old $2,500 per UST
Account falls below $15 million Pollution Liability Insurance Program Account rises above $30
in previous calendar quarter 2> million in previous calenda
PLIA collects PPT. Trust Account Balance qulalrterle lgLi/A :uspends PrPT

1 | | collection.
515 Million $30 Million

—




—

Enrolilment Fee Discounts

DISCOUNTS

e ! “ Tank Age (Years) 0-10 11-20 21-30 30+

Annual Tank Fee Ranges for 2025-2026

A _ﬁf ( ES:;;:[;"“ Fee per UST With No Incentive $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 $2,500
.nlsc!'“".rs Mini F UST Af he Maxi
iInimum Fee per ter the Maximum $250 $375 $500 $625

Amount of Incentives Applied

| EVEHYWIIEHE!
A i

makeameme.org

unt

Rubber Ma
No Surface Cr&Cks at Facility
Corrosion Protection Testing Records

Clean Sts and Sumps

$200 Tank Fee Discoun $500 Tank Fee Discount

* Passing Helium Detection Test . Automatic Tank Gauge Release Detection System
« Electric Vehicle Station Uptime

—

»  Records BeSt Management

« 100% Trai||1_!zd Qpdgrators

« Rectifier Log Sheefs

+ Release Dgicti bn |Records

+ Completed @Walkthfough Checklists
b
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Program Eligibility

Eligibility requirements for UST owners and
operators without a prior leak:

1. The petroleum UST is located in Washington
State.

2. The UST is properly registered.

3. UST owners or operators agree to clean up
future leaks from tank while enrolled.

There are additional requirement for USTs
with existing leaks before enrolling in the
program.

Removal of a UST (Source: PLIA).
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Application

Find link to application on PLIA’s
Financial Assurance Program
webpage.

& Financial Assurance Program

Last updated September 4, 2025.

You can now apply to the Financial Assurance Program through our online

application. Our current application review timeline is about 36 days.

To access your application or any funding requests, please log into your

Online Community account.

You can learn more about the program in PLIA's Financial Assurance

Program Guidance Document.

Link to Program
Page

it.ly/3MPbTq

Fill out all required fields for each
page of the application and submit.

Financial Assurance Program Enrollment Application

EHEED

[ save my progress and resume later | Resume a previously saved form

Conclusion

Applicant Certification
1 certify to the following:

« The information provided in my Financial Assurance (FA) Program Application is accurate 1o the best of
my knowledge.
I have reviewed the FA Program rules found under WAC 173-350-600 and understand my obligations.
I have reviewed the FA Program Guidance and understand that the Guidance informs and controls my
application.
I understand that submitting an incomplete application and/or not responding to requests for
information may result in enrollment delay or denial.
If a Financial Assurance Request is made to address a release from my enrolled UST, | agree 1o enroll in
the Technical Assistance Program (TAP) and pay the required program fee.
If I am an owner and have a lessee, | acknowledge that | have spoken with the lessee, and they are
willing 1o sign an access agreement and understand that they have 1o allow cleanup on the property.
If I am a lessee, | acknowledge that | have spoken with the owner and they are willing to sign an access
agreement and understand that they have 1o allow cleanup on the property.
I understand that if my application is accepted, | will receive an enrollment contract. Coverage will not
begin until both the applicant and PLIA have signed the enrollment contract.

1 have read and the above inft ion. I also that any ion and
O submirted with my Financial Assurance Enrollment Application are subject to public disclosure under the
Public Records Act (Chapter 42.56 RCW).

Bave my progress and resume Iater | Resume a previously saved form



https://bit.ly/3MPbTqu

Application Review and Enroliment

PLIA Reviews the
Application.

A

—)

Accepted Applicants
then Sign Enroliment
Contract and Access
Agreements.

/ﬁ




Enrolilment Fee and Contract

Applicant Pays the
Enroliment Fee.

—)

PLIA Signs the
Enrolilment Contract

Please note: Coverage under the
Financial Assurance Program will not
begin until PLIA signs the enrollment
contract.
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Facility Assessments

PLIA's Assessor’s Team visit enrolled facilities to:

TLS-4507ws £\ VEEDER-ROOT

« Verify submitted information.

« Provide advice.

« Review potential fee discounts available.

*Facility assessments are conducted at facilities at random

o,

\

PLIA Facility Assessor discussing incentives
with FA Program Participant.
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So, You’ve Got a Leaking UST...Now What?

Step Owe: RdparFihanecak Asdisaance
Regaesh¢RAR) BKdabhoBVIA.

HOME  PUBLIC SEARCH

Application
AP-03512

Enrollment #
FA-03512
Status

Submitted

Ecology Tag £
000001
Enroliment Start Date

Renewal Date

Enroliment End Date

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE

LOAN & GRANT  HEATING OIL CLAIMS

Application Mame
AP-03512
Program

Enrollment Fee

I will pay my annual enrollment fee in full.

Prior Release Intake Meeting

Project Manager

Site Manager

File a Request
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What’s a FAR and how do I file one?
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Okay, I filed my FAR. Now what?

You are here.

SEPA
FAR Appllcant SEPA/DAHP determination
submits request . and DAHP
Request . Review .
online reviews are
completed

FAR

Request
Review

PLIA reviews
FAR request for
validity and
completeness

PLIA Prime
Consultant
FAR Assigned
Approved Project

milestones are
established
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PLIA Programs Part 2: Let’s Get Technical!

Technical
Assistance
Program

AL ELTEEL Commercial UST
Assurance Reinsurance
Program Program




Cleanup Process (after FAR Approval)

1. PPC performs Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (if not already done).

U
B —
B
e
B

Cleanup: Once a FAR is approved by PLIA:

* Financial Assurance Program participant
enrolls in the Technical Assistance Program 2. TAP Site Manager reviews.
(TAP).

* PLIA assigns a Site Manager to the site.

3. PPC creates workplan which must be approved by FA Participant.
* A PLIA-assigned Prime Consultant (PPC)

performs any necessary cleanup and

infrastructure upgrades/replacement.
4. PPC submits statement of work (SOW) to TAP Site Manager for approval.

5. Once the SOW is approved, the PPC performs work and submits invoices for payment

on work completed.




—

UST Loan and Grant Program Intro

The UST Loan and Grant Program provides
financial assistance to:

« Clean up petroleum leaks from UST
systems.

« Replace or remove UST systems.
« Upgrade existing UST infrastructure.

« Install alternative fueling infrastructure.

Photo taken by PLIA of a petroleum UST removal.

—
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UST Loan and Grant Program Eligibility

Is your petroleum UST currently

Yes operational? No

Is your UST compliant with state petroleum UST

Is your UST within the site
boundary currently under a

requirements (or federal equivalent)?

Yes 1 No Model Toxics Control Act order

‘ Not Eligible or decree?

Is your UST registered with the Department of Ecology No
(or federal equivalent)?

Yes

Eligible Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Is your UST within the site boundary currently under a
Model Toxics Control Act order or decree?

Yes
Eligible Not Eligible

—
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Project Funding

« Funding offered of up to $2 million for a single Funding Examples

UST facility.
. . S2 M |
« Preliminary Planning Assessment (PPA) B .0:n/Grant Funding
Grant: Up to $150,000 |:| PPA Grant
« Technical Assistance Program (TAP) Fee
Grant: $10,000. = I AP Fee Grant
« Loans offered up to $2 million minus the 3
amount paid for PPA and TAP Fee. =
 Loan term: 30 years. ffo
« Interest rate: Prime rate for the year =
applicant applied to program. 2
>
- Alternatively: PLIA-led Project Grants H- $10,000
offered.
« For public entity projects that provide
community benefits. . $150,000 $150,000

« Also offered for up to $2 million minus
amount paid for PPA and TAP Fee. UST Site with UST Site

Cleanup Needs without
Cleanup Needs

——




Eligible Uses of UST Loan and Grant Funding

UST (gas/diesel) Eligible and Ineligible Costs
Eligible Funding Costs Ineligible Funding Costs

Remedial action costs.
« Excavation.

« Treatment, and/or removal and
proper disposal of
contaminated soil or water.

Proper disposal of UST.
Testing and assessments.

Replacement of some surface
features.

Replacement costs for new UST.
Some infrastructure upgrades.

Costs covered by other insurance or warranties.
Remedial action above Model Toxics Control Act cleanup level requirements.

Remedial action to address a leak or damage to UST or surrounding property
caused by owner/operator, contractor, or consultant.

Replacement of USTs that were decommissioned or nonoperational at the time of a
leak.

Any legal costs.

Costs not approved by the agency.

Costs incurred by the participant after date they received a termination letter.
Business-related expenses, including:

+ Costs related to development of application package.

» Costs for business to remain operational during cleanup.

+ Costs of lost revenue resulting from closures related to leak.

* Retroactive costs.

——
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UST Loan and Grant Application

If eligible, UST owner/operator must submit an application to the program through
PLIA's Online Community during an open application cycle.

PLIA currently

FYI: PLIA currently a4 "
& - has an open UST
has an open UST Loan . | Loan and Grant
~~ '} Program
and _Gra|_1t Program 'SR ¥ appiication cycle,
application cycle. : .V yousay?

Submit an application

from now until March (m -
2, 2026. N NICE!'

sl




How do I apply?

« Complete and submit application during open application cycle through PLIA’s
Online Community.

Your login for Washington state.

LOGIN

Username

Password

Step 2

Forms & Documents

JST Heating Oil Contact

PROGRAM LINKS

S

UST « Online Loan Repayment

Guide (PDF)
« Public Search Tool

« Make a payment

Application Process

Step 3

(CH  FINANCIALASSURANCE | LOAN&GRANT = HEATINGOILINSURANCE  TE(
S

ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR PLIA PROGR

URANCE LOAN & GRANT

(88

logram provides financial assistance in the form of low-interest loans and limited g
to clean up contamination, and replace or upgrade infrastructure.

Step 4

Record Name ~ | Submitted Date T 4
WP-003491 Sep 18,2024
C-05384 Jul 17,2024
C-00000 Jul 23,2024
245 PM
UST LOAN AND GRANT PROGRAM
APPLICATION
HEATING OIL LOAN AND GRANT APPLICATION
{(HOMEOWNER)
Name
f Test HEATING OIL LOAN AND GRANT APPLICATION
(BUSINESS)
p Test

Create Secure Access
Washington (SAW) Account
if you don’t already have
one.

Access Online Community
through link provided on
PLIA Program web pages.

From the Community
landing page, navigate to
the Loan & Grant Program
Page.

Click the UST Loan and
Grant Program Application
button.

Step 5

Py

)

PLIA Revolving Loan and Grant Program Application
o @DEOEODEEM @

Fill out the application form
and submit.
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UST Loan and Grant Program Flow

Step 1:

Step 2: Step 3:

Application Preliminary Site
Planning mmm) |characterization
Assessment

(PPA)

and Upgrade and Financial Offer

Repayment Cleanup Work
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PLIA Programs Part 3: Full Program Integration

Technical
Assistance
Program

AL ELTEEL Commercial UST
Assurance Reinsurance
Program




ind More information on our website

& Financial Assurance Program

Last updated September 4, 2025.

You can now apply to the Financial Assurance Program through our online

application. Our current application review timeline is about 36 days.

Online Community account.

You can learn more about the program in PLIA's Financial Assurance

Program Guidance Document.

+ About the Financial Assurance Program
+ Program Eligibility

+ Apply to the Financial Assurance Program
+ Enrollment Fees

+ Fund Coverage

Page:
bit.ly/3MPbTqu

# UST Loan and Grant Program
‘I need financial help for UST cleanup.”

PLIA has opened a new application cycle for the UST Lean and Grant Program. PLIA will
accept applications from October 14, 2025, to March 2, 2026.

Starting October 14, 2025, you will be able to submit an application through PLIAS Online
Community. To access the Online Community, you will first need to set up a Secure

Ac
account in our SAW Guide.

-ess Washington (SAW) account. You can find information on how to set up a SAW

You can find more information on the UST Loan and Grant Program application process

in our how-to guide

+ About the Program
+ Process
+ Project Files

+ Online Community

+ Loan Repayment

Link to Program

Link to Program
Page:

bit.ly/4gumqgVR



https://bit.ly/3MPbTqu

h

Contact

P Keith Bradley-Hewitt
PLIA Community Outreach Specialist

Z
@)
&=
“ § Email: keith.Bradley-Hewitt@plia.wa.gov
&
¥

STATS S
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