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The water tower at the Port of Othello's Bruce Industrial site. Another 200,000-gallon water tower is set to be built by 
spring of 2027. Photos courtesy of the Port of Othello.  

December Updates from WPPA  

While the WPPA monthly newsletter often starts with a scene-setting reference to the current weather, this 
month’s edition comes at a more serious time: when many of our friends and neighbors are dealing with the 
challenge of the recent deluge, one that continues this week even at the time of writing.  

From nerve-wracking times for our friends at Port of Skagit watching the Mount Vernon floodwall, to Everson, 
Sumas, and other residents of the Port of Bellingham’s district in Whatcom County, on east to the Chelan-
Douglas Regional Port where Leavenworth saw devastating impacts, and down I-5 to Lewis and Cowlitz counties 
who are no strangers to the impacts of flooded farmlands and freeways. Our port districts in these areas are 
helping with community response, even as many of their staff are affected themselves. We are thinking about 
these communities, and if any of you have a moment to check in on your friends, I know they’ve appreciated 
hearing from port partners who are offering support in this challenging moment. 



 

WPPA Manifest December 2025 

Here at WPPA we continue the important work you charge us with, recently focused on the upcoming 2026 
State Legislative Session. Committee Days in Olympia offer a preview of what is to come, and issues like 
energy supply, environmental cleanup, transportation funding, and the tax and revenue climate were all 
discussed at various committee meetings on the Capitol Campus from Wednesday, December 3rd to Friday, 
December 5th. The “Legislative Spotlight” feature below includes an overview of some of our activities from 
this session’s dress rehearsal. 

For anyone starting to ponder their own plans to come join us in the State Capitol, our Events section below 
also features an update on Port Day 2026. We are once again partnering with the Washington Maritime 
Federation to host a “Ports and Maritime Reception” on the evening of Thursday, February 5th, at Uptown 
Grill right smack in downtown Olympia. If your first thought is “Oh no, what about parking!” Never fear, 
Mandy Lill has you covered. After talking with some other event hosts we partner with here in town, she has 
devised a plan to offer Uber/Lyft coupons to anyone who wants to arrive at our event by rideshare. We will 
provide more details as the event comes together. 

And if you are coming to Olympia for Port Day, don’t forget to make appointments to visit your legislative 
representatives. The schedule for the day itself has a big break between breakfast and lunch speaking 
programs when you can spread out across the hill, and Friday afternoon can sometimes be a good chance 
to catch legislators after they’ve concluded floor action for the week. Or you could do what some ports do 
and come on Thursday, see some members, then join us for the reception. 

Even with the scheduling crush that seems to come along with the final few days of the year, we are finding 
some calm here at WPPA offices. Our conference program concluded, our Legislative Agenda and budget 
adopted, we can pause and think with satisfaction on some of our accomplishments of the past year. To 
that end, we are including a summary version of the Executive Director’s Report to our Board of Trustees at 
this year’s Annual Meeting. 

See you all at Port Day, and we hope you and your families have a wonderful holiday season! 

- WPPA Team 

Executive Director’s Report, Eric ffitch, November 21, 2025: 

You’ve heard a ton from me… so I will be brief. 

WPPA is in good shape heading into 2026, thanks to the leadership of so many of you. 

Our Committee Chairs are overseeing active policy conversations at their committees and gathering more 
throughout the year. Special credit to Greg Englin, James Cockburn, and our Marina Committee who, with 
the help of our Port of the Year, the Port of Grays Harbor, hosted an excellent Marina Committee meeting on 
site in Grays Harbor County this summer. 

We want to do more of that with other committees in 2026, so stay tuned for opportunities to visit more of 
our port members. 

And speaking of on site, another shout out to James and to Mandy, and to the staff and commissioners at 
the Ports of Kalama, Chelan Douglas, and Port Angeles. 

What started as a humble suggestion from Mark Wilson – that ports invite other ports to come and learn 
about their operations firsthand – is now our Port Academy Series. It remains member driven. The idea was 
that it wouldn’t add too much to our already overflowing event planning plate. And thanks to the dedication 
of the ports who hosted these events, it was mostly their work that executed them. 

https://www.uptowngrill514.com/
https://www.uptowngrill514.com/
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We will be back in 2026 with a new installment of the Port Academy Series, and we hope to see many of you 
at those meetings. 

Speaking of staff shout outs, another thing that occupied our attention this year was getting to black budget 
numbers on our conferences. 

As we’ve discussed, the cost of everything is up. And we know we charged more for registration this year. But 
the good news is: we did end up hitting our target for conference earnings. 

And much of that credit goes to Tasha and Mandy. 

And finally, just a sincere thank you and credit to Carly, who has taken on a ton this year. 

She was surprised to learn that I was suggesting she go to Denmark with our Industrial Symbiosis study 
mission. Especially since it was just two weeks before her Environmental Seminar.  

She has taken on the Legislative Committee work without a second thought. And has managed it expertly. 

So, if the state of the Association is strong, it’s because of our staff, our Executive Committee, and the 
volunteer hours we rely on from all of you. 

 

Port Spotlight: Port of Othello on Creating Opportunity and Expanding Industry in 
Eastern Washington  

Adams County, Washington is on the way to everything in Eastern 
Washington. The Port of Othello, the only port district in Adams 
County, commits to the identity of Othello as a hub for Eastern 
Washington, working to increase the capacity of the region’s 
industries while not losing sight of the agricultural history and identity 
of the area.  

The Port of Othello was founded in 1966, with an initial aim 
to purchase land for the development of agricultural 
storehouses. They set about doing that and more, and 
today boast agricultural warehouse sites, light industrial land fed by 
the Bruce Industrial Water System, a business incubation 
building, and even a municipal airport.  

“The port was founded in 1966, so next year will be our 
60th anniversary,” said Chris Faix, Executive Director at the Port of 
Othello. “Our mission has been the same, wanting to grow Adams 

County and the town of Othello. We’ve always looked to spur the long-range growth potential of the Othello 
region – it’s a hub location, in the middle of nowhere and the middle of everything at the same time.”  

Othello is a relatively small town that is host to some major agricultural producers. McCain Foods, who 
supply French fries to companies like McDonald’s and account for 15% of the French fries made 
globally, operates large facilities out of the area. As a result, agriculture and agricultural products are a major 
focus for Othello’s economy.   
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The port’s Bruce Industrial Complex exemplifies this with 100 acres of light industrial land designed to 
support food production and other industrial activities. Produce is washed and packaged at the warehouses 
on site, all fed by the Bruce Water System, a 200,000-gallon potable water system run by the port.   

“Onsite we’ve got fertilizer companies, packing houses, organic onions and potatoes. We’ve got more room 
for people to locate out there, too,” said Faix.  

With more room and more demand for water, the port is beginning the construction of a water tower project 
funded through a CERB grant.   

“[It’s] a 200,000-gallon water tower for fire flow so we can continue to improve that light industrial 
land,” Faix said. “It’s our main focus at the moment; it represents an opportunity for some huge expansion 
and jobs for Othello and Adams County.”   

The project is estimated to cost around $7 million, and the port has awarded construction to a company 
based out of the Tri-Cities. They’re planning on breaking ground in December with completion of the project 
scheduled for late spring of 2027.  

The port’s other major property, the Othello Municipal Airport, balances this support for the agricultural 
industry with room for public recreational access. The airport has a 4000-foot lighted runway and 4 hangars 
onsite, and it hosts an agricultural spray company and plenty of space for recreational pilots.   

“We have 4 hangars that we lease out to local 
pilots, and we sell Avgas to those pilots and 
have a water system for them,” Faix said.   

The airport, while small, is up to date and 
boasts a very low vacancy rate. With a 
freshly sealed 4000-foot runway, the airport has 
become a destination and an ideal home 
base for hobby pilots in the area.   

“Our pilots are mostly hobby pilots, so they fly 
for fun. The majority of them are local farmers 
and businessmen who have their own 
planes,” Faix said.  

The port recently bought another hangar, which formerly belonged to a spray pilot who ran a company from 
it. The building, a 10,000-square-foot hangar and office building, is available for a long-term lease, ideally for 
a flight school or onsite mechanic.  

“It’s a small airport,” Faix said. “But we’re proud of it. We’ve got competitive prices, fair deals, clean hangars, 
and great pavement for pilots. It’s a great place to fly.”   

In addition to those two sites, the port has been busy helping to address concerns for their community. They 
have another 70-acre site available for lease or sale, looking to address Othello’s need for housing and 
commercial space by opening land up for that use.  

An aerial view of the Othello Municipal Airport, operated by the port. 
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Development in that spot, Faix said, “would help bring some major growth to Othello. In addition to the 
commercial space, we have the opportunity to develop some multifamily homes to deal with the area’s 
housing shortage.”  

The port also operates a business incubator building, giving small business owners a place to start before 
expanding into different facilities. The building, a 10,000-square-foot building broken up into four 2500-
square-foot bays, allows multiple businesses to develop simultaneously and pay rent on a sliding scale –
 around $700 per month to start, then more as their businesses progress to eventually move out of the space 
and into their own facilities. At the time of publication, this facility is fully rented out.   

The Port of Othello is a small port, working with a small staff and a budget of less than a million dollars per 
year. But they have worked hard to build out Othello’s capacity, helping to bolster existing industries and 
priming the area for the industries that will come in the future. They directly invest in the economic well-being 
of their community, and it has allowed the port to open up opportunities galore for the future.   

Legislative Report: Committee Days  

WPPA Legislative Team: Carly, James, and Eric  

The 2026 legislative session is fast approaching, beginning on Monday, January 12, 2026. Even-numbered 
years are short sessions, lasting only 60 days. We are happy to share that Marian Dacca will be re-joining the 
legislative team this session. Having worked with us in the past, this will be Marian’s 5th session with WPPA 
as a contract lobbyist. She is incredibly knowledgeable on port issues and has a depth of experience with 
legislative strategy. Marian will be assisting on taxation and revenue, broadband, and other policy proposals 
as they arise.   

The first week of December brought many familiar faces back to Olympia and the WPPA Headquarters for a 
busy few days! The most organized legislators started prefiling new bills right away on the 1st, and Legislative 
Committee Days brought packed agendas and speakers from all over to the Capitol. "Committee Days" are 
important legislative prep-days, held before the formal legislative session begins, when legislators convene 

An aerial view of the 70-acre site available for lease or sale from the Port of Othello.  
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to meet with their committees and discuss priority topics in work sessions. These meetings serve as a 
preview for the upcoming legislative session, allowing committees to study issues, hear from experts, and 
prepare to consider bills. 

To kick off the busy week, WPPA hosted hybrid open house meetings for the WPPA Legislative Committee 
and Port Lobbyists/Government Relations staff. This was a great opportunity to share information and touch 
base on port legislative priorities. Over the rest of the week, the WPPA team attended relevant committee 
work sessions, met with legislators, and spoke on the Model Toxics Control Act topic at the House 
Committee on Environment and Energy.  

Below is a highlight from each of the legislative team members on their priority areas: 

Eric ffitch: Committee Days kicked off with joint committee meetings on December 3rd, including the Joint 
Transportation Committee (JTC), where the House and Senate come together to hear updates on several 
issues relevant to WPPA and our members. The report on the “emissions from ocean-going vessels at berth” 
study was most notable, but the JTC also heard about project delivery costs from WSDOT, and an update on 
the statewide transportation plan, “Vision 2050,” from the Washington State Transportation Commission. 
Ports were also mentioned at the Senate Business, Financial Services, and Trade Committee, but not in the 
way you might think – in the presentation on Washington’s “space economy,” the innovative company Stoke 
Space Technologies talked about testing its rocket accelerators right here in WA, at their Port of Moses Lake 
site. 

The challenges of our current tax and revenue climate were the focus of the House Finance Committee, 
where a panel of taxpayers provided feedback based on their early experience paying new taxes that the 
Legislature passed in 2025. That panel included T-Mobile and the Expedia Group, following up an 
introduction to the implementation of each new tax given by the Department of Revenue. Given our interests, 
especially in the new Sales Tax on Live Performances that WPPA has to pay, this was good background. 

Finally, on the trade front, the House Technology, Economic Development, and Veterans Committee met on 
the state of global trade and impacts to Washington’s economy. That included a report from the Office of 
Financial Management on its current work to analyze tariff impacts, the Washington State Department of 
Agriculture providing context from the agriculture community, and the Department of Commerce providing 
an overview of some of their programs that are intended to promote trade competitiveness. 

Carly Michiels: The Joint Energy Supply Committee met to receive the Data Center Workgroup preliminary 
report and recommendations which include things like enhancing transmission capacity and accelerating 
siting and permitting of transmission and clean energy generation. The data center workgroup was created 
via executive order and has been meeting all summer to collect input and consolidate recommendations for 
legislative consideration. There will more than likely be some type of policy proposal this session based on 
data centers and this work.  

As mentioned, the JTC met and had numerous items on their agenda, including receiving a highly anticipated 
report on shore power that was funded in the previous biennium. This preliminary report looks at the 
potential impacts of implementing California’s at-berth emissions standards for ocean-going vessels here in 
Washington – and the way that is typically done in California is by requiring the use of shore power. The report 
emphasizes that Washington ports are already implementing shore power as they are able and brings 
attention to the associated positive emissions reductions. It further highlights the significant costs, energy 
and infrastructure constraints, and competitiveness impacts to container vessels. 

https://www.watransportationpolicyplan.com/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Document/290146#toolbar=0&navpanes=0
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Document/290148#toolbar=0&navpanes=0
https://www.dor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/2025DataCntrWrkgrpPrelimReport.pdf
https://www.dor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/2025DataCntrWrkgrpPrelimReport.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Document/289933#toolbar=0&navpanes=0
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Both the House and Senate Environment and Energy Committees met this week on numerous issues. With 
increasing revenue concerns in the MTCA Account, the House Environment and Energy Committee invited 
WPPA to speak on the port cleanup process and provide a few examples that utilized MTCA funding. The 
Senate Committee’s agenda included E3’s study on energy resource adequacy. In the first phase of the 
study, they found the Northwest region faces elevated risk of power supply shortages by over 1300MW 
beginning in as early as 2026, especially during winter cold spells. There is a lot of attention on clean energy, 
supply, and generation capacity ahead of this legislative session, including some bills already pre-filed for 
introduction, with more to come.  

James Cockburn: The Joint Legislative Audit & Review Committee (JLARC) heard an update on the Public 
Records Act and annual reporting from local agencies. The volume of records requests continues to increase 
along with the staff time and agency resources needed to respond. This confirms anecdotal reports we have 
received from our members about the increasingly complex requests they are fielding.  

Meanwhile, the House Transportation Committee received a sobering update on the efforts to electrify the 
Washington State Ferries Fleet and terminals. Cost increases and production delays will continue to put 
stress on the system as they move forward with the planned hybridization of existing vessels and the 
procurement of new vessels. It remains to be seen if there will be a revaluation of the plan to electrify the 
fleet on the current timeline.   

As we prepare for the January 12th official start date of the 2026 Legislative Session, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out if you have any questions or concerns! 

Knowing the Waters 

This month’s issue of Knowing the Waters, Tim Schermetzler of CSD Attorneys at Law provides a handy, 
detailed reference for procurement law in Washington, including a decision flowchart for which types of 
procurement processes may be most appropriate for certain situations.  

Grants and Resources for Ports  

Ecology Rulemaking for Air Quality in Overburdened Communities – comments 
extended to February 15, 2026 

Ecology is seeking public comments on preliminary draft rule language for a new rule Chapter 173-448 WAC. 
The rule will implement parts of RCW 70A.65.020 to reduce criteria air pollution in overburdened 
communities highly impacted by air pollution. This informal comment period lasts until February 15, 2026, at 
11:59 p.m. and is an opportunity to comment on the scope of rule language before the rule proposal. At least 
one virtual public meeting will be scheduled in December 2025. Submit comments online: Public Comment 
Form. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/Home/Document/290180#toolbar=0&navpanes=0
https://jlarc.azureedge.net/documents/Meeting%20Materials/JLARC/2025/December/PublicRecords_Presentation_Final.pdf
https://www.washingtonports.org/december-2025-knowing-the-waters/
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/ff6a2462-8bfc-4e1f-a66e-8d113085d0ad/448DraftRule20251114.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.65.020
https://aq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=FaEigPmWS
https://aq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=FaEigPmWS
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Engage with WSDOT in 2026 Freight Systems Plan Development – online open house 
open through January 30, 2026 

Please consider engaging in the WSDOT 2026 Freight System Plan (FSP) Online Open House to help inform 
their 2026 FSP. Those of you who attended their session at our 2026 Trade and Transportation Committee 
meeting will have some familiarity with this tool, which includes a survey and an interactive map. This online 
open house is a chance to ensure port facilities and the freight routes of our partners, tenants, and 
customers are accounted for in this important transportation planning document. 

Eric and the WPPA Trade and Transportation Committee will also be convening a meeting in mid-January 
2026 to discuss this exercise and develop coordinated messages to share with WSDOT. If you would like to 
be included in that meeting, please contact Eric directly. 

National Railroad Partnership Grants – applications due January 7, 2026 

The US Department of Transportation Federal Railroad Administration’s National Railroad Partnership 
Program provides funding for capital projects that reduce repair backlogs, improve performance, or 
expand or establish new intercity passenger rail service, including eligible privately operated intercity 
passenger rail service. The goal of this program is to build partnership based on mutual benefit to freight and 
passenger rail service. Federal funds from this program may cover up to 80% of project costs, requiring a 
minimum of 20% non-federal match, which can include port funds, state contributions, or a local match. 
Applications are due January 7, 2026. Read more about the program in our November Manifest. 

Ecology Rails, Keels, and Wheels Grants – applications due January 8, 2026 

As part of the Washington State Volkswagen Federal Settlement Grant Program, Ecology will provide up to 
$25 million in grant funds to replace or convert diesel trucks, freight switchers, tugboats, and many 
other vehicles to all-electric. View the program guidelines here. Learn more and apply here by January 8, 
2026. 

Consider Applying for Project Funding through the Freight Mobility Strategic 
Investment Board – webinar on January 27, 2025 (applications due March 6) 

The Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board (FMSIB) is an important partner to WPPA and our member 
ports. We have two board seats, where port leaders help labor, city, county, and other industry leaders 
make decisions about directing limited state funds to critical freight projects. FMSIB came to our 2025 
Annual Meeting to provide an overview of the upcoming Application Window for their new Six-Year 
Investment Program, and that opened on Monday, December 15. See below for more information from FMSIB 
about their program and consider attending their informational webinar on January 27th! 

The Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board (FMSIB) has opened the 2026 application window for the Six-
Year Strategic Investment Program, a freight mobility investment program established to guide funding 
decisions, spanning all modes, for the highest priority freight projects across Washington State. Updated 
every biennium, FMSIB is accepting applications for projects proposed for FY 27-29, FY 29-31, and FY 31-33. 

•The application is available on the FMSIB website, as well as an FAQ page. 
•Applications are due at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 6, 2026. 
•An informational webinar will be held on January 27, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. Register here. 
•Questions can be directed to Fred Wenhardt (fred.wenhardt@fmsib.wa.gov). 

https://engage.wsdot.wa.gov/freight-system-plan
mailto:effitch@washingtonports.org
https://railroads.dot.gov/partnership-program
https://railroads.dot.gov/partnership-program
https://www.washingtonports.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Manifest-11.26.2025.pdf#page=9
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2502033.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/volkswagen-enforcement-action-grants?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://fmsib.wa.gov/
https://fmsib.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/2026%20Investment%20Application.pdf
https://fmsib.wa.gov/
https://fmsib.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/2026%20FAQ_0.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Hp-B0XL-R4q3e6H8AxbqHA#/registration
mailto:fred.wenhardt@fmsib.wa.gov
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EPA Brownfield MAC Grants – applications due January 28, 2026 

EPA's Brownfield Multipurpose, Assessment, and Cleanup (MAC) Grants are open now through January 28th 
for Fiscal Year 2026. An array of changes to criteria have been shared with more details available on the 
program website. Recorded webinars discussing the changes are also available. 

MARAD BUILD grants – applications due February 24, 2026 

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act authorized and appropriated $1.5 billion to be awarded in FY 2026 
by the US Department of Transportation (DOT) via the Maritime Administration (MARAD) Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant Program. View the NOFO here on the DOT website. 

Eligible project categories include planning or constructing surface transportation infrastructure projects 
that will improve safety; environmental sustainability; quality of life; mobility and community connectivity; 
economic competitiveness and opportunity including tourism; state of good repair; partnership and 
collaboration; and innovation. Award size may reach up to $25 million. 

Applications must be submitted online no later than 5:00 p.m. Eastern on February 24, 2026.   

Ecology Independent Remedial Action Grants (IRAG) – applications due June 16, 2026 

The solicitation for Independent Remedial Action Grants is open now. This program is administered by the 
Department of Ecology to provide post-cleanup grants to local governments that independently clean up 
contamination under the Voluntary Cleanup Program. A Focus Sheet and Guidance Document on the IRAG 
program are available on the Ecology website. 

For the 2025-27 biennium only: because the recent EAGL system update caused a delay in opening the 
application solicitation, Ecology will consider up to an additional six months of costs incurred past the five 
years of the grant application, if it was submitted in EAGL within 30 days of the application solicitation 
opening date.  

Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) – coming soon! 

$450,000,000 has been made available in FY 2026 for the MARAD PIDP grant program. Stay tuned for a NOFO 
expected to be released by the end of December.  

Funding Opportunity Spotlight: CERB’s New Rural Ports Program 

Last month, we emailed Janea Stark, Executive Director, Washington State Community Economic 
Revitalization Board (CERB), a series of questions on the new Rural Ports Program, funded in 2025 by the 
Legislature to help rural ports repair, improve, and develop essential infrastructure that supports local 
economies. Read more in our October Manifest for her answers, and reach out to Janea Stark if you have a 
potential project you’d like to discuss. 

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#FY%202026%20Multipurpose,%20Assessment,%20and%20Cleanup%20Grant%20Competitions
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#General%20Program%20Resources
https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants/NOFO
https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants/NOFO
https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants/NOFO
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/independent-remedial-action-grants
https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Voluntary-Cleanup-Program
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2509055.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2509052.pdf
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/cerb/cerb-pp/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/cerb/cerb-rural-ports/
https://www.washingtonports.org/the-manifest-october-2025/
mailto:janea.stark@commerce.wa.gov
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Commerce Clean Energy Tax Credit Assistance Program – office hours  

Commerce provides technical assistance in accessing federal tax credits for clean energy projects, 
including solar, battery storage, wind energy, geothermal systems, electric vehicles (EVs), and EV charging 
infrastructure through the Clean Energy Tax Credit Assistance Program (CETCAP). Updates and technical 
assistance are provided in office hours held on the second Wednesday and third Friday of each month. Register 
here for second Wednesday (next: January 14, noon) or third Friday (next: December 19, 9:30 a.m.) office hours.  

Clean Buildings Performance Standards: Program Tier 1 Incentives Estimator  

A Tier 1 incentives estimator is now available to assist building owners in planning their Clean Buildings 
Performance Standard compliance path. Learn more about the program here. 

The Community Builders Collective: A Statewide Network for Project Leaders 
Launching this fall, the Community Builders Collective (CBC) is a free, statewide peer network from CERB for the 
people behind community and economic development infrastructure projects in rural, tribal, and historically 
under-resourced communities. 

CBC members get: 

•A statewide network of peers facing similar challenges and opportunities 
•Practical resources and tools to support project development 
•Live training and learning opportunities focused on real-time needs 
•24/7 access to the community (plus CERB staff when needed) 
 
If you’re navigating complex infrastructure projects with limited time and staff— the CBC is here to help you get it 
done, together. For more information sign up here.  

Washington State Treasurer’s LOCAL Program 

The LOCAL program, offered through the Office of the Washington State Treasurer, provides Washington 
municipalities with a cost-effective way to finance equipment and/or real estate projects. Participants can 
take advantage of the current program rating of Moody’s Aa1, low fees and expenses, technical assistance, and 
access to the tax-exempt bond market. 

Check out the LOCAL Program guide and visit the Program FAQs for more information. 

Climate Resources at Washington Climate Action 

The Washington Climate Action website is a first-stop shop for funding or other resources related to climate and 
natural resources, including grant writing support and contracting information. 

Commerce Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) – applications accepted on rolling 
basis 

The Brownfields RLF provides low interest loans to entities undertaking cleanup of contaminated properties 
to support redevelopment, promote public health and safety, improve environmental quality, and create jobs at 
and around brownfield sites. Average loan amounts are approximately $500,000 and up to 50% of the loan may 
be forgiven for public entities. Loan terms are typically 5 years or less, and the interest rate is negotiated based 
on project need. A 1% loan fee is required.  

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/federal-energy-funding/cetcap/
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtwECkSqXRU2MLsrZGzLWfA%23%2Fregistration/1/0101019813ea83a6-232fb80a-5130-43f1-87c9-0658df0bd824-000000/-4GwsgF8ZXAp1RVBLEJorz0Pcya6bpwSH9CgeEHcYM0=414
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F2zKAOJ_3Q2C1Iirp4Sr1iw%23%2Fregistration/2/0101019813ea83a6-232fb80a-5130-43f1-87c9-0658df0bd824-000000/UddAjN8u58fcVeqXFg4AQi2tlv7NxM5drEJXxLryNlk=414
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdeptofcommerce.app.box.com%2Fs%2Fcnz4xprh4z1flxh7rqiu53ggegc6o45x/1/0101019a30465bed-891d5fdc-ae15-48f7-81f7-3a3aa58725b4-000000/WTmSbCvjP27vSlf8r8cZr0uOHqVudo62mgta5hGLKu0=429
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/cbps/cbps-grants-incentives/tier-1-incentives-program/
https://airtable.com/app2Jt6zuPzvUvnL1/shrnGmPBP2Fhpj1DK
https://tre.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/local_program_guide_new_v.2_-_updated_05.15.2025.pdf
https://tre.wa.gov/financing-and-debt/get-financing/local-government-financing/local-program-faqs
https://climate.wa.gov/washington-climate-action-work/state-contracting-and-grant-opportunities
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/brownfields-rlf/
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Commerce Small Business Credit Initiative – accepted on a rolling basis 

Through the Washington State Small Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI), the Washington State Department of 
Commerce is collaborating with Heritage Bank to offer the Owner-Occupied Commercial Real Estate Loan 
Program. The program allows Heritage to make loans to businesses that own the buildings in which they 
operate, and who wish to purchase new buildings or expand current operations. This means port tenants 
who are contemplating expansion but need capital could have access to low-interest loans to support their 
downpayment. 

Heritage Bank administers the program. You can find more information on their website. The bank has also 
worked with Commerce to publish an informative one-pager. 

DOE Energy Ready Charging Smart Program – free technical assistance 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Energy Ready Charging Smart Program offers free technical assistance to 
help local governments adopt procedures and practices that facilitate the growth of electric vehicles (EVs). 

DOE E2C Program Expert Match – free technical assistance 

The DOE’s Energy to Communities (E2C): Expert Match program offers free, short-term technical assistance to 
address near-term energy challenges in local communities.  

179D Energy Tax Credit – expiring soon 

Act now to take advantage of the 179D deduction before it expires. Recent federal legislation discontinues 
several energy tax credits including the 179D deduction, but there is still time to take advantage of the program 
before it ends. To quality, construction must begin by June 30, 2026, meet energy efficiency standards, and 
building owners must obtain proper documentation and certification, including an energy study and 
allocation forms.  

EPA Thriving Community Grant Makers – accepted on a rolling basis 

The Environmental Protection Agency opened their Thriving Community Grantmakers Program in January 2025 
and is accepting applications on a rolling basis. The Grantmakers partner with community-based organizations 
from across a region to select partnerships and distribute funding. Funding is awarded in four categories: 
assessment projects, planning projects, development projects, and non-competitive fixed amounts. Read more 
about how to apply here. A recorded webinar on the program is available through the Center for Creative Land 
Recycling. 

The Federal Funds Grant Writing Assistance Program 

The Federal Funds Grant Writing Assistance Program is designed for tribes, community-based organizations, 
local government agencies, and other entities to help prepare and submit federal grant applications. This 
resource is available now and can include services such as grant application planning, writing, and review and 
guidance for managing federal awards. 

Federal Clean Energy Tax Assistance Program – free and available now 

Administered through Commerce, the Federal Clean Energy Tax Credit Assistance Program offers tax incentives 
to eligible entities (including ports) through the Inflation Reduction Act. Free resources, including personalized 
support from clean energy tax attorneys, are available here. 

https://www.heritagebanknw.com/home/about/hbcde/ssbci
https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/s0x5ap1hlye67mlgrwzym1ifkvr3iqgb
https://breakingbarrierscollaborative.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a97c3f9e00197075d4c2bb699&id=d20d645784&e=71d66c4fe4
https://www.nrel.gov/state-local-tribal/e2c-expert-match
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.energy.gov%2Feere%2Fbuildings%2F179d-energy-efficient-commercial-buildings-tax-deduction/1/0101019a7dd816af-b762253a-be0b-4716-b423-be76d587b11a-000000/tjnPkIunM9WhzoAzK3E-K-Lylx69jG3PQjBaLOaMAVQ=431
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/thriving-communities-grantmaking-program
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/thriving-communities-grantmaking-program
https://www.cclr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SLIDES_Building-Thriving-Communities_-Unlock-BF-TA-and-Funding-with-R9-TCGM-.pdf
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.commerce.wa.gov%2Ffederal-energy-funding%2Fffgwap%2F/1/01010192721ea773-ef1ba5de-f2d2-4296-8171-66830e3f3cd3-000000/1yWt1NDvtNaioMDengwJcuhEF1OAhexMF5Z-s_WyOv4=374
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.commerce.wa.gov%2Ffederal-energy-funding%2Fcetcap%2F/1/01010192721ea773-ef1ba5de-f2d2-4296-8171-66830e3f3cd3-000000/3ZKLSkGVXWijmSkFLYdCxlYppKFCyLWewfK0WuzuSVY=374
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/federal-energy-funding/cetcap/
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Highlighted Events 

Port Day on the Hill: February 5 – 6, 2026 

Mark Your Calendars! Join us bright and early on Friday, February 6, for Port 
Day on the Hill. We’ll kick things off at 7:30 a.m. in the Columbia Room at the 
Legislative Building for a full day of meetings and conversations with our 
legislators. Coffee, breakfast, and lunch will be provided. We also hope you’ll 
join us the evening before at the Ports and Maritime Reception at Uptown Grill 
in Olympia, from 5:00–8:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 5. Stay up to date with 
the latest details by clicking here to visit our website. No registration is 
required for this event. 

 WPPA 2026 Conference Calendar 
• Spring Meeting: May 19-21, Skamania Lodge, Stevenson 

(please note: this year’s event is Tuesday -Thursday) 
• Finance & Administration Seminar: June 24-26, Hotel Indigo, Everett 
• Directors Seminar: July 8-10, Courtyard by Marriott, Pullman 
• Commissioners Seminar: July 20-22, Hilton Garden Inn, Wenatchee 
• Environmental Seminar: Location and Date TBD 
• Small Ports: Oct. 22-23, Campbell’s Resort, Chelan 
• Winter Meeting: Dec 9-11, Hilton Vancouver 

(formerly known as the Annual Meeting) 
 

As Arthur Sees It 

Notes from the Executive Director and his dog 

This past weekend, as my wife and I jumped from holiday parties to get
-togethers with visiting family, to hasty Christmas shopping and 
rushed errands, I took time on Sunday to take part in another 
important tradition: celebrating the passing of a dear family friend, at a 
memorial service in Des Moines, WA.  

Perched on the edge of a bluff overlooking Puget Sound, Judson Park is 
a retirement community that doesn’t immediately stand out as you 
drive past on Marine View Drive. But on this particular Sunday, it was 
the site of a remarkable remembrance of a person who I was lucky to 
know: Sally Briggs Wold (read Sally’s more thorough obituary here). 
Sally was a friend of my grandparents on my mother’s side, and 
together with a third couple they purchased a small piece of property 
in the remote San Juan Islands in the late 1950s. At the time their 
children were small, but over the years that property saw the growth of 
three large families who shared countless island adventures together. 

I was conscious when I was small that these people were not our actual family, but from dinners in each other’s 
respective cabins and camps, to carpools and boat rides together, our lives on the islands were 
indistinguishable. 

The grind never stops for Arthur at WPPA HQ. 

https://www.washingtonports.org/event/2026-port-day/
https://obituaries.seattletimes.com/obituary/sally-wold-1093352637
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Celebrating Sally on Sunday was not just an act of mourning; really, it was more of a celebration. She lived to 99, 
kept her health and her positive spirit to the end (she was only admitted ONCE to the emergency room, just after 
turning 99), and she was a beloved member of her community. But the celebration was not just of Sally’s life, but 
of the traits she chose to embrace and embody throughout her life: family and community; positivity and 
optimism; and good humor. 

With darkness swirling in the shape of actual epic storms, political division, challenging times in Washington’s 
economy and beyond, this celebration was a place of peace and calm. In remarks from her family, we heard a 
few things that I will always take with me from that place. 

Sally told her children that, if they took time to notice, they would find that each phase of their life was actually 
better than the one before it. Now there was much laughing as we reminisced about whether this was actually 
true – or had even been true in her life – but there was agreement that it was what she believed. And the smile and 
sunny disposition that defined her served as proof that she was really enjoying each day more than the last. 

Her children and grandchildren went on to say that everyone left her home with the same feeling: that their mood, 
their day or week or month, had been improved by conversation with Sally. Her positivity was infectious, and 
spread unnoticed to those in her presence, to the point that you left her living room or Henry Island cabin feeling 
suddenly lighter. I myself can remember this from quick swings through her camp as a kid, as the recipient of a 
passing pat on the head or a quick “now tell me what you’re up to in college?!” She always asked questions, 
wanting to actually know the answer, not just to ask. 

The final remarkable gift she gave the world was the shared community of our three families. My grandparents 
passed away in 2008 and 2015 respectively. The other two original island owners died in the late 2010s. And Sally 
was preceded in death by her husband in 2001, tragically the victim of ALS. But all six of those early San Juan 
explorers leave behind three families that greet each other like relatives, that celebrate holidays together and 
vacation in the islands still, sharing boat chores and shopping lists. 

My family and I still seek each other out, happy to cram into a house with as many of us as we can fit. But I know 
that not everyone has this experience. And I know that many people seek out familial relationships with friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, and people they’ve met along the way. 

As the temperature drops and the rain still pours, and the daylight hours are precious few, I will think of being 
surrounded by not just my family, but this expanded island family that Sally helped create with my grandparents 
on a windy coastline in the 1950s. She gave us all the gift of positivity and optimism, and she gave us the gift of a 
family that is still growing, and still choosing to be together. 

Think of someone you know like Sally; I am sure we all have them. Think briefly or at length about them as the year 
dies and the lights go out and take some of that positivity with you into 2026. 

Washington Public Ports Association  
360.943.0760 | www.washingtonports.org 

https://www.washingtonports.org/

