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Welcome to our new Legislative 
Committee Co-Chair

Diahann Howard
Executive Director - 
Port of Benton

Eron Berg
Executive Director - 
Port of Port Townsend

WPPA will kick off the 2027 
Legislative Committee work later this 
month! 



WPPA Government 
Relations Team
Eric ffitch- Governance, as interests prevail 

Carly Michiels- Energy, Environment, Natural 
Resources, Land Use, Permitting

James Cockburn- Governance, Marinas, Labor & 
Workforce Development, Procurement & Public 
Works, Tourism & Recreation

Mandy Lill- Ports Day, Logistics, Lobbyist Meeting 
Support, Positive Vibes, keeping us all sane

And….



New Team Member: 
Martin Presley 

Aviation, Broadband, Economic 
Development, Procurement, Tax, 
Transportation, Workforce.  



Recap: 2026 Legislative Session
Legislative Communications
WPPA 2026 Legislative Priorities
2026 Supplemental Budget
Key Issues: 
Interim Work and Preparing for the 2027 Session
Q&A

Agenda



2026 Session ended on time: just SIXTY days! ( Jan. 12- Mar. 12)

Follow-up to last year’s historic tax package? NEW income tax on high-
earners, dominated debate (including an all-nighter!)
Outside of taxes, focus on: data centers, flooding, energy supply, bonding 
in the transportation package, housing, and more!

Totals this biennium (2025 – 26):
1,791 House bills were introduced
1,406 Senate bills were introduced
709 bills passed both chambers
675 bills the governor took action on

Recap: 2026 Legislative Session



Legislative Communications

Make sure to check out our final 
legislative report, and the final wrap-up 

with a detailed funding charts!

https://www.washingtonports.org/2026-legislative-session/


Total Budgeted Funds: $157.3 billion 
• Operating budget: $80.2 billion (up from $77.8 billion enacted in 2025). 
Commerce’s work to address tariff impacts and did not sweep the derelict 
vessel cleanup account. 

• Transportation budget: $16.7 billion (up from $15.5 billion) included 
investment in freight mobility and maritime infrastructure, such as funding 
for Lower Columbia River channel maintenance and targeted studies on 
supply chain efficiency. Relies on $800 million in new bond sales. 

• Capital budget: $889 million funded a few additional port projects and 
included language to clarify concerns about possible MTCA claw backs.  

• To NOTE: Revenue shifts and CCA revenue… 

2026 Supplemental Budget 



POLICY HIGHLIGHTS

• Port pension issue resolved
• Small Works Roster 
Thresholds

• Transportation permitting 
reform (lots of permitting bills)

• TIF update passed, 
compromise reached

• Derelict Vessel policy change

POLICY CHALLENGES

• Playing a lot of defense 
• Still no supply chain/port 
infrastructure grant program

• Gov. request permitting bill – 
stalled!

• Tort Reform Bills
• Public Records Act

2026 Legislative Policy Priorities



• Wonky but fun
• Pensions are complex
•Good faith negotiations with agency staff, bill sponsors, and labor 
stakeholders

•Even she supported it…

Key Issue: Port Pension Bill

https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026021399&startStreamAt=3395&stopStreamAt=3430
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2026021399&startStreamAt=3395&stopStreamAt=3430


•Increase from $530K in 2026 to $650K in 2030
•Robust stakeholder effort
•Otherwise, quiet year on Procurement/Public Works front

Key Issue: Small Works Roster Thresholds



What did the bill actually do?
•Allowed for modest growth of TIA size cap, tied to inflation
•Expanded mitigation requirements for impacted taxing districts
•Tightened “but-for” test

What comes next?
•Existing TIAs not impacted
•Mitigation frameworks developed for future TIAs
•Will we see as many proposed – metric for the bill’s impact

Key Issue: TIF



From the one who 
makes the chaos look 
easy…



122 seats in the Legislature are up for election this year. 

Dems hold a 59-39 majority in the state House and a 30-19 advantage in 
the Senate.

Many retirements, many new faces, and key committee changes: 
Tharinger, Shewmake, Saldana, Boehnke, Warnick, Ormsby

  
Five state Supreme Court justice seats are up for election

Preparing for the 2027 Legislative Session



WPPA 2027 Legislative Priorities – The Process
• WPPA Legislative Committee Meetings: first interim meeting THIS JUNE!
• WPPA Standing Committees (ie Environmental/Trade & Transportation etc.)

• WPPA Work Groups – supporting investigating and diving deeper
• Continue building on strong external partnerships

WPPA Work Groups and interim projects: 
• Shore power (gov relations) 
• Energy & Grid Reliability Work Group
• Stormwater Work Group – cyclical 
• Shoreline Management Act – rulemaking update out in Sept. 
• Industrial Development Districts – statutory changes?
• WA Trade Strategy – continue refining priorities
• Maritime Industrial Base Coalition – possible policy recommendations Q4 2026

Preparing for the 2027 Session



Interim is the time to…

• Say Thank You!

• Stay in touch: with WPPA, and with your legislative partners

• Stay visible: Invite legislators for a tour of your port, including projects. 
Attend their townhalls & other events

• Participate: WPPA Legislative Committee; your local community’s 
legislative work

• Partner: seek supporters of port priorities

• Attend future WPPA events and invite us to yours! 

Year-Round Advocacy – No Rest for the Weary



Eric ffitch  effitch@Washingtonports.org 
Carly Michiels cmichiels@washingtonports.org
James Cockburn jcockburn@washingtonports.org
Martin Presley mpresley@washingtonports.org

Questions? 

mailto:effitch@Washingtonports.org
mailto:cmichiels@washingtonports.org
mailto:jcockburn@washingtonports.org
mailto:mpresley@washingtonports.org
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