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Association of Washington 
Business (AWB)
• Washington’s statewide chamber of 

commerce and manufacturers 
association

• Represents employers, industries and 
communities across all 39 counties

• Brings together employers, local 
chambers and community leaders to 
help shape Washington’s future

• Leads long-term statewide initiatives 
like Washington in the Making 2040
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Sobering Survey
• 24% planning to relocate business
• 55% considering moving personal 

residence
• Top reason – tax burden
• Even higher in Spokane County

 31% - relocate business
 67% - relocate personal residence
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Cost of Regulation

• AWB commissioned study 
• #8 most regulated state in the U.S.
• 202K state regulatory restrictions
• 1.3M total restrictions including federal
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Affordability Crisis
• Washington Roundtable study on 

affordability
• WA is 5th most expensive place in the 

nation
• Cost of living has increased faster than 

any other state in the nation
• Statewide challenge
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So, What Do We Do?

• We need a growth plan
• Employers need to get off the sidelines
• Washington in the Making 2040



Washington in the Making 2040
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What is Washington in the Making 2040?

The Association of Washington Business and the Washington Roundtable have built 
a vision for the future of our economy informed by Washingtonians. This vision 

focuses on shared values and aspirations for our economic future. The 2040 plan 
outlines proactive goals and strategies to get there.



Engagement Research

• We engaged with business and 
community leaders across Washington 
to build a bold economic plan that will 
carry the state into the future.

• Over 4,200 Washington residents 
contributed their insights and input



The Vision & Plan
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Washington in the Making 2040

• An employer-led economic vision, informed by the people of our state that will 
serve us well and will have lasting power.​

• A vision that inspires hope and opportunity across regions.​

• A plan we can work towards strategically and measure progress over time.​

• Unifying employers, political and community leaders across the state on shared 
commitments that will endure beyond political terms and individual leaders.



Vision & Goals

• A vibrant Washington State that offers 
opportunity for every Washingtonian and 
prosperity in every region.

• Progress measured by 36 economic vitals 
(WA2040.org)



WA2040.org



Solution Summits
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Inaugural Solution Summit

Details
• October 30​ at (SeaTac) Hilton
• Attendance: 192 (event sold out)​

Highlights
• Governor Ferguson opened the day​
• Utility CEO panel​ and Agency Leader panel​
• Student fellowship program (14 students 

attended from UW, WSU and Gonzaga)​
• Afternoon discussion groups focused on energy 

demand solutions



Key Solutions Identified

• Protect and preserve renewable 
hydropower

• Invest Climate Commitment Act 
proceeds into clean energy 
development, siting and transmission

• Improve the state’s permitting system 
to speed up critical infrastructure 
projects

• Build new energy infrastructure faster 
to meet growing demand



Economic Future Solutions 
Summit
• Last week at SeaTac
• Create a shared understanding of the challenges 

facing Washington
• Drive dialogue about solutions that could support 

our business environment goals
• Produce a Washington growth agenda with 

concrete ideas
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Governor’s Economic 
Development Council
• Executive Order establishes new 

council to craft statewide economic 
strategy

• 26-member council
• First such body in two decades
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