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Mediterranean Vineyard Snail

Cernuella virgata

• Small terrestrial snail native to Mediterranean

• Simultaneous hermaphrodites 

• Can produce up to several hundred eggs per 
mating in fall/winter

• 1-2 year life cycle

• Can withstand warm temperatures, dryness 
and fasting

• Massing behavior during aestivation



Agricultural Pests
• Introduced to Southern Australia in early 

1900s

• Rapidly established grain pastures

• Feed on and contaminate grain crops

• Cluster at the top of crops and clog harvesting 
machinery

• Rejection by overseas importers to avoid 
contamination

• Costs Australia growers $10 million annually
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Little snail, big problem

• WA is major US supplier
• Produce most in nation 

behind ND, KS and MT
• POT transported 4.5 million 

tons in 2025

Photo credit: WSU
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Eradication Strategy Meeting 2007

• Outreach 
• Vegetation removal
• Debris Removal

• Habitat alteration
• Molluscicide



Eradication activities

Port Parcel 117  
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Bait application coincides when snails are most active

Before

After



Snail Detections 2006-2013

117



Thinking outside of the shell



Refuge to be Eradicated 

Port Parcel 117

City of Tacoma Permits:
• 2013-2023 Critical Areas 

Activities Allowed (5yrs)
• 2024-2025 1-year extension 



Steam Cleaning

56°C to depth of 6cm for 30 minutes



No Hitchhiking



Media Attention
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Parcel 117 Snail Detections



Regulatory and Industry  Support

It would be a missed opportunity not to 
eliminate the Mediterranean vineyard 
snails before they create grave economic 
problems for Washington.

…prohibiting pesticide use within the 
wetland area has created a refuge from 
molluscicide treatments for the snails…In 
the last 10 years alone APHIS has 
contributed $1.4 million to the 
eradication effort…

WSDA strongly recommends that legal barriers, mitigation 
requirements, and permits restricting development on this 
remaining site infested with snails be re-evaluated and ultimately 
relaxed or waived for this unique situation, as it is in the best 
interest of Washington’s and the nation's food supply.



Parcel 117 Wetlands

City of Tacoma Permits:
• Critical Areas Development Permit

Washington State Department of Ecology Permit:
• Administrative Order

No Federal Permit Required



Wetland Mitigation



Parcel 12 Concept



Parcel 37D Concept 



Project Neptune

Taylor Way Alexander Ave 
Fill Area (TWAAFA): 
Agreed order

PQ Corporation 
Site: VCP program



Vineyard Snail Eradication Area

Primary

Secondary

Steam wash 140F and 
visual inspection

Wheel wash and visual 
inspection





August 31, 2026

So Long, Suckers!!!



• Quick action is necessary to avoid quarantines and costly 
operational impacts.

• Invasive species are expensive. Eradication efforts to 
eliminate the 1623 snails on Parcel 117 cost ~$3 million 
or ~$1900/snail. 

• Invasive species can result in lost revenue while real 
estate isn’t in use.

•  Be proactive rather than reactive.

A Cautionary Snail
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